








Decolonization 


Understand the Context 


The aftermath of the world wars provided the context for two developments 
in the late 20th century: the decline of colonial empires and the rise of a tense 
conflict between capitalist and communist states known as the Cold War. These 
conflicts became intertwined, resulting in numerous wars. 


Decolonization Against the backdrop of the world wars, nationalist 
movements in African and Asian colonies intensified. In the decades following 
World War II, colonies achieved independence through negotiation, and in 
some cases, armed struggle. The creation of independent states often resulted 
in population resettlements and challenges to inherited colonial boundaries. 

In newly independent states, as in more established states, governments 
actively promoted economic development. Movements to redistribute land 
and wealth gained support in Africa, Latin America, and Asia. Some of these 
movements, such as the one in China, embraced a form of communism. Even 
after independence, connections between postcolonial states and former 
colonial empires continued through migration and economic relationships. 


The Cold War After World War Il, with Europe weakened, the United 
States and the Soviet Union (USSR) emerged as competing superpowers. The 
resulting Cold War was a power struggle between capitalism and communism, 
expressed through competing military alliances, a nuclear arms race, and 
proxy wars in postcolonial states in Latin America, Asia, and Africa. 

While the Cold War heightened global tensions, movements advocating 
nonviolence and alternatives to the established order, such as the Non-Aligned 
Movement, also became influential. By the late 1900s, Soviet economic 
and military stagnation and public discontent contributed to the collapse of 
communist governments in Eastern Europe and the end of the Cold War. 
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Topics and Learning Objectives 
Topic 8.1: Setting the Stage for the Cold War 
and Decolonization pages 547-553 
A: Explain the historical context of the Cold War after 1945. 


Topic 8.2: The Cold War pages 554-561 


B: Explain the causes and effects of the ideological struggle of the 
Cold War. 


Topic 8.3: Effects of the Cold War pages 562-570 
C: Compare the ways in which the United States and the Soviet Union 
sought to maintain influence over the course of the Cold War. 
Topic 8.4: Spread of Communism after 1900 pages 571-578 


D: Explain the causes and consequences of China’s adoption of 
communism. 


F: Explain the causes and effects of movements to redistribute economic 
resources. 


Topic 8.5: Decolonization after 1900 pages 579-588 


F: Compare the processes by which various peoples pursued 
independence after 1900. 


Topic 8.6: Newly Independent States pages 589-598 


G: Explain how political changes in the period c. 1900 to the present led 
to territorial, demographic, and nationalist developments. 


H: Explain the economic changes and continuities resulting from the 
process of decolonization. 


Topic 8.7: Global Resistance to Established Power 
Structures pages 599-607 


I: Explain various reactions to existing power structures in the period 
after 1900. 


Topic 8.8: End of the Cold War pages 608-614 
J: Explain the causes of the end of the Cold War. 


Topic 8.9: Causation in the Age of the Cold War and 
Decolonization pages 615-622 


K: Explain the extent to which the effects of the Cold War were similar 
in the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. 
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8.1 


Setting the Stage for the Cold 
War and Decolonization 


We would consider it our mora! duty to lend ail support to the ending of 
colonialism and impenalism so that people everyv/here are free to mould 
their own destiny. 

—Lal Bahadur Shastri, indian independence movement leader in the 1920s 


Essential Question: VV/hat was the historical context for the Cold War 
after World War li? 


A\ite: the global conflict of World War II, the largely unfulfilled hopes for 
greater colonial self-government after World War I were revived. Shastri’s 
anti-imperialist sentiments helped explain how global affairs changed after 
the war ended in 1945. Colonies’ desire for independence became intertwined 
with a global ideological conflict between capitalist countries (led by the 
United States) and communist countries (led by the Soviet Union). 


Bringing the War to an End 


During World War II, the leaders of Great Britain, the United States, and the 
Soviet Union, known as the Big Three, held several meetings to plan for the 
post-war world. Three of these were particularly important. 


The Tehran Conference During the Tehran Conference in lran in 
November 1943, the Allies agreed that the Soviet Union would focus on 
freeing Eastern Europe, while Britain and the United States would concentrate 
on Western Europe. In addition, Britain and the United States agreed to a 
Soviet demand to shift some Polish territory to the Soviet Union, which would 
be offset by Poland gaining territory elsewhere, mostly from Germany. 


The Yalta Conference By February 1945, the Allies knew that Germany 
was near defeat, but they disagreed about what should happen after Germany's 
surrender. At the Yalta Conference, at a resort on the Black Sea, the leaders 
focused on plans for reconstructing Eastern Europe and for defeating Japan. 


¢ Franklin Roosevelt wanted free, democratic elections in Eastern 
Europe. He also wanted the Sovicts to join the war against Japan. 
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* Stalin demanded influence over Eastern Europe. Fearful that another 
Napoleon or Hitler would invade Russia from the West, he wanted 
Eastern Europe as a buffer zone. In return for Soviet help against 
Japan, he wanted control of islands claimed by Japan, ports ruled by 
China, and part ownership of a Manchurian railroad. 


Roosevelt thought that after years of overseas war, the American public 
was unlikely to support a war against the Soviets over the fate of democracy in 
Eastern Europe. The conference ended with a Soviet pledge to fight Japan, but 
the Soviets offered only vague assurances on free elections in Eastern Europe. 


The Potsdam Conference The final meeting among leaders of the Big 
Three, the Potsdam Conference, began in July 1945 in Germany. Harry 
Truman, who had become president after Roosevelt died on April 12, 
represented the United States. Churchill started the conference but lost his 
position as prime minister in mid-July and was replaced by Clement Atlee. 

Truman insisted on free elections in Eastern Europe. However, by then 
Soviet troops had occupied the region. Stalin refused Truman’s demand. With 
the backing of Soviet power, communists eventually gained control of East 
Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Romania. 

By 1945, the United States and the Soviet Union lacked trust in one 
another and had begun the aggressive rhetoric that would become standard 
for four decades following World War II. Potsdam and the earlier conferences 
failed to settle important issues between the world’s major powers. As a result, 
the stage was set for a cold war between countries still devastated by a hot war. 


Shifting Balance of Power 


When the war ended in 1945, parts of Europe and Asia had been devastated. 
The war resulted in 40 million to 60 million deaths. It destroyed factories, 
roads, bridges, and other structures needed for industrial production. It forced 
millions of people to move. Many were fleeing communism or searching for 
safety and opportunity. 


Massive Destruction in Europe Wartime losses were not evenly 
distributed throughout Europe. In general, East and Central Europe suffered 
greater losses than did Western Europe. Worst hit were the Soviet Union, 
Poland, and Germany. Each lost between 10 and 20 percent of its population. 

Countries such as Great Britain and France, despite their losses, maintained 
strong traditions of democracy and the rule of law. They still had strong 
educational systems, including outstanding universities. They remained home 
to large, innovative corporations. These advantages provided the foundation 
for Western Europe to become a global leader after the war. However, because 
of the massive physical destruction and population loss in victorious and 
defeated nations, Europe became less influential and powerful in the rest of the 
world, while the United States and the Soviet Union became more powerful. 
(Connect: Write a paragraph comparing the destruction caused by World 
War I and World War II. See Topic 7.8.) 
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The U.S.-Soviet Rivalry In 1945, then, the United States was poised to 
become the most powerful country in the world. Of all the major countries 
involved in the war, the United States suffered the least. Heavy fighting 
occurred on U.S. soil, in the Philippines, but the U.S. mainland was 
untouched by attacks. Its industrial base and infrastructure not only remained 
intact but also grew stronger through government-funded military contracts. 
Further, the loss of life in the United States was far lower than in Europe. The 
relative prosperity of the United States allowed it to provide financial aid to 
European countries after the war. This aid program, called the Marshall Plan, 
is described in Topic 8.2. 

The United States also had developed atomic weapons and used them 
during the war, making the country even more formidable. The Soviets 
successfully tested an atomic bomb of their own in 1949. By the end of the 
1940s, only the Soviet Union could challenge the United States in military 
might and political influence. 


Advances During the War Military research at universities and in private 
companies, often funded by government, resulted in tremendous technological 
developments during World War II. Among the items that were developed 
for, improved, or used more widely by the military were air pressure systems 
for airplane cabins, refrigeration for food, stronger plywood for construction, 
and a variety of plastics for many uses. One of the most important advances 
was the spread of the use of penicillin, which saved the lives of thousands of 
wounded soldiers. Each of these advances would be adapted for civilian use, 
thereby improving the lives of millions of people. 


The Start of the Cold War 


The U.S.-Soviet tensions evident at Tehran, Yalta, and Potsdam made conflict 
likely. However, the high costs of the war meant that neither superpower 
wanted a full-scale war with the other. Rather, they settled into a cold war, a 
conflict does not involve direct military confrontation between two or more 
rival states. The Cold War between the superpowers played out in propaganda 
campaigns, secret operations, and an arms race. 

The deadliest results of the Cold War occurred outside the lands of the 
two superpowers. The U.S.-Sovict rivalry led both countries to arm opposing 
sides in conflicts around the world, thereby transforming small civil wars and 
regional conflicts into much larger events. This increased the death tolls and 
level of destruction in these wars. 

In the early 1950s, the United States and Soviet Union each developed a 
hydrogen bomb that was much more powerful than the atomic bombs dropped 
on Japan at the end of World War II. The arms race fostered close ties between 
the military and the industries that developed weapons. Before he left office in 
1961, President Dwight Eisenhower cxpressed his concerns about the U.S.- 
Soviet competition for supremacy in nuclear armaments. He warned against 
allowing the military-industrial complex, the informal alliance between the 
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government and the large defense contractors, to gain too much power. In later 
decades, citizens in many countries expressed similar worries. They began to 
protest the stockpiling of nuclear weapons. 


Breakdown of Empires 


After World War II, efforts resumed to undermine colonialism. The start of 
World War I had marked the high point of colonial empires. The British, the 
French, and other Europeans had colonized almost all of Africa, India, and 
Southeast Asia, and they dominated China. Empires based in Austria, Turkey, 
and Russia were multiethnic states, but each was dominated by one group, 
leaving others feeling discriminated against. After World War I, the demand for 
self-determination, the idea that each country should choose its own form of 
government and leaders, was spreading. The Austro-Hungary Empire and the 
Ottoman Empire crumbled, restructured into multiple new countries. However, 
in China, India, and throughout Africa, Europeans generally maintained their 
power, even expanding it over territories that had been part of the Ottoman 
Empire. 

During World War LI, the leading colonial powers focused on stopping 
Hitler. As a result, the anti-colonial movements probably grew stronger, but 
actual independence made little progress. However, after World War Il, the 
foundation was set for the dismantling of colonial empires: 


* In the colonized world, movements for self-determination grew. Ofien, 
they included both advocates of greater self-rule and proponents of full 
independence. 


* World War II had so weakened Great Britain, France, and the other 
colonial powers that they had fewer resources to resist independence. 


* The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union gave 
anti-colonial activists (wo superpowers to recruil as supporters. 


The successful efforts of people to undermine colonial empires are described 
in Topics 8.5 and 8.6. 


KEY TERMS BY THEME 


GOVERNMENT: Europe GOVERNMENT: United TECHNOLOGY: Armaments 
Big Three States hydrogen bomb 
Tehran Conference Harry Truman military-industrial complex 


Yalta Conference Cold War 
Potsdam Conference Dwight Eisenhower 


SOCIETY: Anti-Colonial 
Movements 
self-determination 
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 
Questions 1 to 3 refer to the table below. 


Nuclear Weapons Stockpiles, 1945 to 2015 


esene | anes sons [se] ae | see |) 


eer (reel as 
a 


Seerce: Hans M. Kristentcn aud Rebert S. Norris, “Global Nuclease Stockpiles, 14452006," Sulietin of the Atownic Srivetinty, 
July 1, 20; data for 2015 from Anes Control Association, armscoatrol org 





1. The data in the chart best supports which of the following claims? 


(A) The Soviet Union was primarily responsible for the escalation of 
the arms race in the 1950s and 1960. 


(B) The Soviet Union and the United States usually had about the same 
number of nuclear weapons. 


(C) The Soviet Union was behind in stockpiling weapons until about 
1980, when it overtook the United State in the number of weapons. 


(D) The Soviet Union conceded defeat in the arms race when the United 
States had a large enough lead in the number of weapons. 


2. Who predicted that increases in weapons stockpiles in the Soviet Union 
and the United States would have significant political and economic 
consequences? 


(A) President Franklin Roosevelt at the Yalta Conference 
(B) Several leaders of anti-colonial movements after World War LI 


(C) President Dwight Eisenhower, who described a military-industrial 
complex 


(D) President Harry Truman, who insisted on free elections for Eastern 
European countries 


3. Which accurately describes an effect of the changes shown in the table? 


(A) Both countries saw little change in their leadership as a result of the 
increase in the number of nuclear weapons during this period. 


(B) People around the world supported the buildup of nuclear weapons 
and agreed it was the best way to ensure peace. 


(C) The stockpiling of nuclear weapons actually strengthened the 
economies of both the United States and the Soviet Union. 


(D) The arms race was distressing to many around the world, and a 
strong antinuclear movement was established. 


SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE COLD WAR AND DECOLONIZATION 551 


SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 


1. Use the passage below to answer all parts of the question 
that follows. 


“On November 1, 1952, the United States successfully detonated “Mike,” the 
world’s first hydrogen bomb, on the Elugelab Atoll in the Pacific Marshall 
Islands. The 10.4-megaton thermonuclear device, built upon the Teller-Ulam 
principles of staged radiation implosion, instantly vaporized an entire island 
and left behind a crater more than a mile wide. The incredible explosive 
force of Mike was also apparent from the sheer magnitude of its mushroom 


THINK AS A HISTORIAN: SITUATE THE COLD WAR IN CONTEXT 


How could two nations—the United States and the Soviet Union— 
fight so fiercely together as allies in World War II and then part ways 
so dramatically after the war that they created a Cold War that set the 
world on edge? Studying the context from which the Cold War arose 
and tracing continuity and change will help answer that question. 


On separate paper, make a chart like the one below to situate the 
Cold War in context. Identify in what areas there was continuity and 
in what areas there was change. 


cloud, ... Half an hour after the test, the mushroom stretched 60 miles across, 
with the base of the head joining the stem at 45,000 fect. 


Three years later, on November 22, 1955, the Sovict Union detonated its 
first hydrogen bomb on the same principle of radiation implosion. Both 
superpowers were now in possession of the ‘hell bomb,’ as it was known by 
many Americans, and the world lived under the threat of thermonuclear war 
for the first time in history.” 


Areas of Difference United States Soviet Union 


History.com, United States Tests First Hydrogen Bomb, 2018 
(A) Describe ONE way in which the hydrogen bomb shifted the global 
balance of power. 
(B) Explain ONE reason why the development of atomic weapons was 
critical for the United States and the Soviet Union. 


(C) Explain ONE way the hydrogen bomb contributed to Cold War 
tensions after 1945. 





REFLECT ON THE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTION 
2. Answer all parts of the question that follows. 


(A) Explain ONE way in which hopes for self-government after World 
War I differed from hopes for self-government after World War II. 

(B) Explain ONE historical development that contributed to the 
dissolution of empires after World War IL. 


(C) Explain ONE way in which economic gains contributed to a shift in 
the global balance of power after World War II. 


1. In one to three paragraphs, describe the historical context for the Cold 
War after World War II. 
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8.2 


The Cold War 


Let us not be deceived—we are today in the midst of a cold war. 
— Bernard Baruch, banker and presidential advisor, 1947 


Essential Question: What were the causes and effects of the ideological 
struggie of the Cold War? 


A ter World War II, the democratic United States and the authoritarian Soviet 
Union emerged as the strongest countries in the world. Both countries had 
expanded their territorial control and influence after the war. After the Potsdam 
Conference in Germany in 1945, Truman and Stalin soon recognized their 
rivalry for dominance over Europe and Asia. The ideological conflict noted by 
Baruch, the power struggle between capitalism (led by the United States) and 
communism (led by the Sovict Union), was the central global conflict over the 
next 40 years. 


Cooperation Despite Conflict: The United Nations 


Despite ideological differences, the Allies shared a commitment to building 
a new organization to promote peace and prosperity to replace the League of 
Nations. The League had failed for two significant reasons: 


* It lacked the support of all the world’s powerful countries, particularly 
the United States. 


* It lacked a mechanism to act quickly to stop small conflicts from 
escalating into large ones. 


In 1943, leaders of the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and 
China discussed the idea of the United Nations (UN). The UN was established 
in 1945, (Connect: Write a paragraph comparing the United Nations with the 
League of Nations. See Topics 7.3 and 7.5.) 


Rivalry in Economics and Politics 


The existence of the United Nations did not prevent tensions from growing 
worse between the Soviet Union and the West. Winston Churchill's March 
1946 speech symbolized the Cold War. Churchill said that “an iron curtain has 
descended across the continent” of Europe. The metaphor of the Iron Curtain 
described the split between Eastern and Western Europe. 
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Capitalism and Communism One difference between the United 
States and the Soviet Union was how they organized their economies. 


* In the United States, Western Europe, and other capitalist countries, 
economic assets, such as farms and factories, were mostly owned 
privately. Hence, private interests determined economic decisions. 
People had the freedom to act in their self-interest. 


* In the Soviet Union, Eastem Europe, and other communist 
countries, economic assets were owned by the government. The 
system emphasized equality and fairness. 


Democracy and Authoritarianism A second difference was how 
the rivals organized their political systems. In the United States, people 
chose their elected leaders through free elections. Further, they relied on an 
independent press to provide accurate information about the government 
and political partics to compete for votes. In the Sovict Union, elections 
were not significant, the press was operated by the government, and a single 
party dominated politics. 


Criticisms and Similarities Each side pointed to what it saw as 
flaws in the other. In the United States, people attacked the Soviet system 
for restricting the rights of people to speak and worship freely, to clect 
their own representatives, and to allow businesses to operate efficiently. 
Soviets accused the United States of giving poor people the “freedom 
to starve” and for discriminating against African Americans and other 
minorities. The Soviet Union also stressed its emphasis on women’s 
equality as a difference between its system and that of the United States. 

Despite the difference in the U.S. and Soviet models, some analysts 
emphasized their similarities. For example, in both, control of big economic 
decisions was in the hands of groups, cither the government or millions of 
corporate shareholders. Further, both countries often acted out of fear of the 
other, which made the military a powerful force in each. 


Conflicts in International Affairs 


Each side wanted to expand its system of thought throughout the world. 
This competition resulted in a long-running battle for influence over the 
opinions of people and alliance with governments. 


The USSR and Its Satellite Countries The Sovicts were determined 
to make the governments of Eastem Europe as much like the Soviet 
government as possible. They therefore directed the countries of Bulgaria, 
East Germany, Hungary, Poland, and Romania to develop five-year 
economic plans focused on developing industry and collective agriculture 
at the expense of consumer products. All political parties other than the 
Communists were outlawed. 

These actions allowed the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 
to exploit the Eastern European nations to benefit the Soviets rather than 
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to help those countries grow. The satellite countries—-small states that 
are economically or politically dependent on a larger, more powerful 
state—-were forced to import only Soviet goods and to export only to the 
Soviet Union. Moreover, the governments of these countries were just as 
dictatorial as the Soviet government. (Connect: Create a graphic comparing 
Communist and carlicr Western imperialism. See Topic 6.2.) 

World Revolution Beginning with the October Revolution of 1917, 
the Soviet Union viewed capitalism as a threat to its power. This view was 
enhanced with the concept of world revolution, a belief that organized 
workers would overthrow capitalism in all countries. The Soviets supported 
revolutions and uprisings between 1919 and 1923 in Germany, Bavaria, 
Hungary, northern Italy, and Bulgaria. Soviet interference clevated 
Western suspicions about Soviet intentions. After World War Il, growing 
revolutionary feelings became a serious threat to Western powers and to 
governments in Central and Southern Europe. 


Containment U.S. diplomat George Kennan worked in the US. 
Embassy in Moscow during the 1930s and in 1946, Kennan believed that the 
Soviet Union would continue to expand its borders and its influence abroad 
if it could. He advocated a policy of containment—not letting communism 
spread farther. Some politicians criticized Kennan for accepting the status 
quo. They argued for a more aggressive policy of overthrowing existing 
regimes in order to “roll back” the spread of communism. 


Truman Doctrine Kennan’s reports influenced President Harry 
Truman. Aspeech in 1947 outlined the Truman Doctrine, a strong statement 
that the United States would do what it had to do to stop the spread of 
communist influence, specifically in Greece and Turkey. The Soviet Union 
wanted to put military bases in Turkey so it could control the Dardanelles, 
the strait between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. In Greece, left- 
wing groups controlled by Communists were close to gaining control of the 
government. Truman pledged U.S. economic and military support to help 
the two countries resist this communist domination. 


The Marshall Plan After World War II, the United States was deeply 
concemed about rebuilding Europe. The United States provided assistance to 
those countries soon after the war ended. However, many U.S. leaders thought 
more was needed to get European allies back on their feet economically. 
Based on the belief that a communist revolution could happen in economically 
unstable nations, the new goal was to rebuild Europe into a prosperous and 
stable region. The Marshall Plan, enacted in June 1947, was designed to 
offer $12 billion in aid to all nations of Europe, including Germany. This 
money would be used to modernize industry, reduce trade barriers, and 
rebuild Europe’s damaged infrastructure. The plan worked. Economic output 
in the countries aided was 35 percent higher in 1951 than it had been in 1938. 

The Soviet Union and its Eastern European satellites refused to 
participate in the plan. Instead, in 1949, the Soviets developed their own 
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plan to help rebuild Eastern Europe—the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance (COMECON). The scope of the organization was narrower 
than that of the Marshall Plan. It was limited primarily to trade and credit 
agreements among the six members. Its impact was modest compared to the 
Marshall Plan. 


The Space Race and the Arms Race 


Space Race In 1957, the Sovict Union launched the first artificial satellite, 
called Sputnik, into orbit around Earth, inaugurating what become known as 
the Space Race. The United States launched its first satellite in January 1958. 
The two nations competed to become the first with a manned satellite orbiting 
Earth and, later, the first to land a human on the moon. 





Seurce: Wikunedia Commons Source: Wiuuenedia Cocamons 
Repheu of Sputnk | stored in the National Air Launch of first US. satellite, Explorer |, on 
and Space Museum January 31, 1958 


Mutual Assured Destruction (MAD) Early in 1959, the Soviets tested 
the first intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) capable of delivering a 
nuclear warhead into U.S. territory. The United States tested a similar missile 
later that same year. Both countries realized that they had become so powerful 
that they had reached a point of mutual assured destruction. That ts, regardless 
of who started a war, both would be obliterated by the end of it. Since neither 
side could win a nuclear war, neither side had an incentive to start one. As long 
as both sides kept improving their technology, the balance of terror between 
them would keep the peace—everyone hoped. 





The Non-Aligned Movement 


Many new African and Asian countries wanted to stay out of the U.S.-Soviet 
Cold War. They wanted an alternative framework for international economic, 
political, and social order—one not dominated by the two superpowers, In 
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1955, Indonesia hosted a conference, known as the Bandung Conference after 
the city where it was held, for representatives of these countries. Delegates from 
China, India, and 27 other countries—representing more than half the world’s 
population—passed resolutions condemning colonialism. The impulse that 
prompted the Bandung Conference led countries to formally organize the Non- 
Aligned Movement in 1961. However, non-aligned countries faced challenges: 


* Member states tried to combine support for stronger international 
institutions with efforts to advance their own interests. For example, 
Indian leader Jawaharlal Nehru supported a stronger UN, but he 
opposed its efforts to intervene in the conflict between India and 
Pakistan over control of the region of Kashmir. 


* Member states often became more closely allied with one superpower 
or the other. When war broke out between Somalia and Ethiopia in 
1977, the Soviet Union supplied aid to Ethiopia, prompting the United 
States to supply aid to Somalia. 


Leaders of the Non-Aligned Movement 


* Served as prime minister of India from 1947 to 1964 
* Viewed as one of the most important leaders at the 
Bandung Conference 


Ghana * Led Ghana to independence from Great Britain in 1957 
* Advocated unity among Africans across country 
boundaries through the Organization of African Unity 
* Became one of the most respected African leaders of the 
post-war period 


Gamal * Served three terms as president of Egypt between 1954 
Abdel and 1970 
Nasser * Helped negotiate compromises among people attending 
the Bandung Conference 
* Supported the Pan-Arab movement 
Indonesia | - Became the first president of Indonesia in 1945 
* Organized and hosted the Bandung Conference 
+ Criticized both the United States and the USSR but 
accepted large amounts of aid from each 


KEY TERMS BY THEME 

GOVERNMENT: Global Truman Doctrine ECONOMICS: International 

United Nations (UN) Non-Aligned Movement Marshall Plan 

Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance (COMECON) 


Iron Curtain TECHNOLOGY: Space 


satellite countries mutal assured destruction 
world revolution Sputnik 


containment 
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 


Questions | to 3 refer to the following passage. 


“When forces of liberation entered Greece, they found that the retreating 
Germans had destroyed virtually all the railways, roads, port facilities, 
communications, and merchant marine. More than a thousand villages had 
been burned. . . . Livestock, poultry, and draft animals had almost disappeared. 
Inflation had wiped out practically all savings. ... Greece must have assistance 
if it is to become a self-supporting and self-respecting democracy. 

The United States must supply that assistance. . . . There is no other 
country to which democratic Greece can turn. No other nation is willing and 
able to provide the necessary support for a democratic Greek government 
.... If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the world 
and we shall surely endanger the welfare of our own Nation.” 


President Harry Truman, Address to Joint Session of 
Congress, March 12, 1947 


1. What was the context in the United States in which Truman issued the 
statement included in the passage? 


(A) People were increasingly supportive of a policy of open 
imperialism. 
(B) People feared the spread of Soviet communism in Europe. 


(C) People argued for a return to isolationism after the loss of so many 
lives in World War II. 


(D) People were calling for the United States to actively overthrow 
undemocratic governments. 


2. Which individual most clearly showed through thoughts or actions that 
he held ideas similar to those expressed by Truman in the passage? 
(A) U.S. diplomat George Kennan 
(B) U.S. Secretary of State George Marshall 
(C) UN Secretary General Trygve Lie 
(D) U.S. General Douglas MacArthur 


3. What was the most important similarity between the comments of 
Truman and the Marshall Plan? 


(A) Both emphasized military aid to prevent the spread of communism. 


(B) Both created coalitions to finance rebuilding European 
infrastructure. 


(C) Both provided economic aid to rebuild nations after World War II. 


(D) Both required the implementation of democratic elections in order 
for a nation to obtain aid. 
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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 


1. Use the passage below to answer all parts of the question 
that follow. 


“Imperialism is weakening. Colonial empires and other forms of forcign 
oppression of peoples in Asia, Africa and Latin America are gradually 
disappearing from the stage of history, Great successes have been achieved 
in the struggle of many peoples for national independence and equality . .. . 
The Governments of countries participating in the Conference resolutely 
reject the view that war, including the ‘cold war,’ is inevitable as this view 
reflects a sense both of helplessness and hopelessness and is contrary to the 
progress of the world. They affirm their unwavering faith that the international 
community is able to organize its life without resorting to means which 
actually belong to a past epoch of human history.” 


Belgrade Declaration, the first Non-Aligned Movement 
Conference, Belgrade, Yugoslavia, 1961 


(A) Explain ONE way in which this passage reflected the context 
regarding sel{-determination in which the Non-Aligned Movement 
was formed. 

(B) Explain ONE way in which this passage reflected the context 
regarding the superpowers in which the Non-Aligned Movement 
was formed. 

(C) Explain ONE way in which the Non-Aligned Movement was 
an example of other trends in international relations in the 20th 
century. 


. Answer all parts of the question that follow. 


(A) Explain how the arms race and the space race were similar. 


(B) Explain the policy of containment advocated by the United States 
after World War II. 


(C) Identify the response of the Soviet Union to the Marshall Plan. 


THINK AS A HISTORIAN: EXPLAIN THE HISTORICAL SITUATION OF 
THE “RED SCARE" 


Communists are sometimes called “reds.” A “red scare” is a period 
during which non-Communists are especially fearful and suspicious 
that Communists are plotting a takeover, often through infiltrating 
government institutions. A red scare happened in the United States in 
the years after World War II. Senator Joseph R. McCarthy of Wisconsin 
became the leading voice for hunting down Communist spies and 
infiltrators. He made unfounded allegations against politicians and 
hundreds of civilians, suspecting them of being Communists and 
Soviet spies. In Wheeling, West Virginia, on February 9, 1950, 
Senator McCarthy gave an infamous speech proclaiming that he had 
a list of members of the Communist Party who were in the U.S. State 
Department. 
“The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not 
because our only powerful potential enemy has sent men to invade 
our shores . . . . but rather because of the traitorous actions of those 
who have been treated so well by this Nation. It has not been the less 
fortunate, or members of minority groups who have been traitorous 
to this Nation, but rather those who have had all the benefits that the 
wealthiest Nation on carth has had to offer . . . . the finest homes, 
the finest college education and the finest jobs in government we can 
give. 
This is glaringly true in the State Department. There the bright young 
men who are born with silver spoons in their mouths are the ones 
who have been most traitorous . . . | have here in my hand a list of 
205 . . . names that were made known to the Sceretary of State as 
being members of the Communist Party and who nevertheless are still 
working and shaping policy in the State Department . . .” 
hitp://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6456 


Research the historical situation in which McCarthy made his accu- 
sations. Identify three or four events that help explain the beliefs he 
expresses in this speech. Also explain why the historical situation 
limits the usefulness of this source as a factual representation of 
Communists in the U.S. government. 


REFLECT ON THE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTION 


1. In one to three paragraphs, explain the causes and effects of the ideological 
struggle of the Cold War. 
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8.3 


Effects of the Cold War 


The only thing that kept the Cold War cold was the mutual deterrence afforded 
by nuclear weaoons. 
—Chung Mong-joon, South Korean politician and business leader, 2013 


Essential Question: In whal ways did both the Soviet Union and the United 
States seek to maintain influence during the Cold War? 


Wiz the start of the Cold War, new military alliances for mutual protection 
formed in different parts of the world. The threat of nuclear war, as noted 
above by Chung Mong-joon, kept the United States and the Soviet Union from 
starting a war that could end in unprecedented global destruction. But proxy 
wars, such as the ones in Korea and Vietnam, resulted in millions of deaths. In 
a proxy war, a major power helps bring about a conflict between other nations 
but does not always fight directly. These conflicts underlined the political and 
philosophical divide between the superpowers. 

The superpowers faced off in Cuba and several other Central American 
countries as well as in the African country of Angola. The combination of 
military, economic, and nuclear influence across the globe made the world a 
tense place for decades after World War Il—the war the two superpowers had 
worked together to end. 


Allied Occupation of Germany 


The conflict among the Allies after World War II was exemplified by the debate 
over how to occupy the defeated country of Germany. The Allies agreed to 
partition the country among France, Great Britain, the United States, and the 
Soviet Union. The three Western Allies wanted to combine their zones into one 
state under democratic principles. 


Berlin Blockade The Allies also decided to divide Germany’s capital, 
Berlin, into four zones. The three Western zones would become a free city that 
was located within the Soviet zone of Germany. The Soviets wanted to stop 
these Westem plans and control all of Berlin. They set up a blockade of the 
Western zones in Berlin to prevent the West from moving supplies into the area 
by land. The Western Allies did not want to risk a military confrontation with 
the Soviets and ultimately began the Berlin Airlift. Through this operation, 
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the Allies flew supplies into Western zones between February 1948 and May 
1949, when the Soviets lifted the blockade. 


Two Germanys Afier the blockade ended, Germany split into two states. 
West Germany became the Federal Republic of Germany. East Germany 
became the German Democratic Republic. The division of Europe into East 
and West was complete. 


Berlin Wall As citizens of East Germany saw the prosperity and 
democratic lifestyle of West Germany, many wanted to move to the West. 
Between 1949 and 1961, about 2.5 million East Germans fled. 

However, the East German and Soviet governments were determined to 
keep people in East Germany. They knew that the exodus to the West reflected 
poorly on the communist system, and it was hard on their economy. They 
first set up barbed-wire fences patrolled by guards along the perimeter of East 
Germany and between East and West Berlin. In August 1961, they began 
replacing the fences in Berlin with a wall, which became known as the Berlin 
Wall Between 1961 and 1989, when the Berlin Wall fell, soldiers killed about 
150 people as they tried to escape over it. 


NATO, the Warsaw Pact, and Other Alliances 


Only a few years after World War II ended, the Soviet Union dominated the 
Eastern European countries they had occupied during the war. Communist 
governments in those countries—buoyed by support and the direct influence 
of Stalin—subjected their people to the same suppression and economic 
system as the Soviet Union. Many Western European countries feared such a 
dominant communist presence on their doorstep. 

Out of a desire to coordinate their defenses in case of a conflict with 
the Soviets, several Western nations created the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) in April 1949. The treaty pledged mutual support 
and cooperation within the alliance against conflicts and wars. Its original 
members were Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Great Britain, Iceland, 
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and the United States. 
Membership in this Brussels-based organization expanded considerably in the 
decades after its founding. 

The Soviet Union's response to NATO was the Warsaw Pact, created 
in 1955. Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland, 
Romania, and the Sovict Union were the original members. Warsaw Pact 
nations combined their armed forces and based their army leaders in Moscow, 
the capital of the Sovict Union. These nations were known as the communist 
bloc, 

Two countries with communist political systems successfully resisted 
Soviet control. Albania, located next to Greece, joined the Warsaw Pact but 
withdrew in 1968. It became more closely tied to China. Yugoslavia, under the 
authoritarian leadership of Marshall Josip Broz Tito, never joined the Warsaw 
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Pact. In the 1990s, ethnic divisions caused Yugoslavia to break apart into 
several countries, including Slovenia, Serbia, and Croatia. 

Other treaty organizations formed in an attempt to halt the spread of 
communism in other regions: 


* In 1954, Australia, France, Great Britain, New Zealand, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, Thailand, and the United States formed the Southeast 
Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). 


* The Central Treaty Organization (CENTO) was an anti-Soviet 
treaty organization formed by Great Britain, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, and 
Turkey to prevent the spread of Communism in the Middle East. The 
United States was not a full member, but it joined CENTO’S military 
committee. 


During the Cold War, the United States formed alliances with more than 40 
States. It was sometimes easier for the United States to influence and negotiate 
through these smaller alliances than through the United Nations. 


Proxy Wars 


The ideological Cold War was accompanied by hot wars in Asia, Africa, Latin 
America, and the Caribbean. They were called proxy wars because the armies 
of smaller countries were proxies, or stand-ins, for the two superpowers. These 
wars often combined specific local issues, such as a battle against colonialism 
or for land reform (see Topic 8.4), with the international conflict over the 
spread of communism. Though proxy wars occurred in small countries, some 
resulted in millions of deaths. 

Two of the biggest confrontations were the Korean War and Vietnam War 
in Asia. In both instances, the countries were split into northern and southern 
sections. In both countries, a communist government ruled the northern section. 


Korean War Justi as the victorious powers divided Germany after World 
War II, they also divided the Korean Peninsula. The Soviets occupied the north 
while the United States and its allies occupied the south. The Korean War 
(1950-1953) began when North Korea invaded South Korea in an attempt to 
reunite the country under its leadership. In response, the UN voted to defend 
South Korea militarily. The Soviet Union could have vetoed the resolution, 
but its representative was absent during the vote because the Soviet Union was 
boycotting all Security Council meetings in protest over a disagreement about 
China's seat on the Security Council. 

UN military forces supporting the South Koreans came from 16 member 
countries, but the United States provided the largest number and the overall 
commander, General Douglas MacArthur. The Soviet Union did not send 
troops, but it sent money and weapons to North Korea. The UN forces pushed 
back the North Koreans across the inter-Korean border and drove toward 
North Korea’s border with China. The Chinese, allies of North Korea and 
concemed that the UN forces would try to invade China as well, sent Chinese 
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troops across the border and entered the war against the United States and its 
allies. After three years of fighting and some four million civilian and military 
casualties, the war ended in a stalemate. The two parts of Korea remained 
divided, with a demilitarized zone in between. 


Vietnam War U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, following the 
Truman policy of containment, sent military advisers to South Victnam to 
train the South Vietnamese army and to prevent a communist takeover by 
North Vietnam. Eisenhower's successor, President John F. Kennedy, increased 
the number of advisers from 1,000 to 16,000. Some U.S. citizens believed 
America could not afford to lose a confrontation in Vietnam. They thought a 
communist victory would weaken U.S. prestige around the world. 

However, the United States was supporting an undemocratic and 
unpopular South Vietnamese ruler, Ngo Dinh Diem. In 1963, Buddhist monk 
Thich Quang Duc publicly set himself on fire in Saigon to protest the South 
Vietnamese government's favoring of Catholics over Buddhists. His protests 
inspired others. A military coup, with U.S. support, soon overthrew Diem. 

In 1964, President Lyndon Johnson sent more U.S. troops to South 
Vietnam. Johnson believed in the domino theory—the idea that if one 
country in the region became communist, other countries would soon follow. 
Johnson feared that China and the Soviet Union would bring all of Southeast 
Asia under communist rule. (Connect: Trace foreign intervention in Southeast 
Asian affairs through the Vietnam War. See Topic 6.2.) 


The Bay of Pigs Crisis Fidel Castro and other communist revolutionaries 
overthrew the Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista in 1959. Castro soon set up 
a dictatorship in Cuba. On August 6, 1960, the new government started to 
nationalize foreign-owned industries, which was a common communist 
strategy. Cuba nationalized businesses and properties of the national telephone 
and electricity companies; Texaco, Esso, and Sinclair oil companies; and 36 
sugar mills owned by U.S. firms. As a result of these economic losses for its 
citizens, the United States broke off trade with Cuba and cut diplomatic tics. 
Castro in turn accepted Soviet aid and aligned Cuba’s foreign policy with that 
of the Sovict Union. 

In 1961, newly elected U.S. President John F. Kennedy had grave 
concerns about the presence of a communist country located only 90 miles 
from the coast of Florida. Before Kennedy took office, a group of Cuban exiles 
who opposed Castro had asked for U.S. government backing to invade Cuba 
and overthrow Castro. Kennedy gave his support. The resulting Bay of Pigs 
invasion was a total failure. Even worse for the United States, it cemented the 
Cuba-Soviet alliance. 


The Cuban Missile Crisis In response to the Bay of Pigs, the Soviets 
began to support Cuba with arms and military advisors. Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev, who came to power after Stalin, saw an opportunity in Cuba. 
In 1962 he shipped nuclear missiles to Cuba. Khrushchev felt justified in his 
actions because in the summer of 1961 the United States had placed nuclear 
missiles in Turkey, a U.S. ally that shared a border with the Soviet Union. 
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In October 1962, U.S. intelligence learned that more missiles were on their 
way to Cuba. Kennedy ordered the U.S. Navy to prevent the missiles from 
reaching Cuba. He called his action a “quarantine” because a blockade was 
technically an act of war. Regardless of the term, the two superpowers were on 
a collision course that threatened nuclear war. 

Ultimately, the two leaders pulled back from the brink. Khrushchev 
called back the Soviet ships and removed the missiles that had been delivered 
to Cuba. In return, the United States pledged to quietly remove its missiles 
from Turkey. After this incident, leaders of both countries realized that better 
communication between their countries was needed. In 1963, the two countries 
set up a Hot Line, a direct telegraph/teleprinter link between the U.S. and 
Soviet leaders’ offices. 


Source: CLA(1 962) 
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Missile Crisis, U_S. 
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Test-Ban ‘Treaty People worldwide worried about deaths and 
environmental harm from nuclear war or nuclear testing. In 1963, the Soviet 
Union, the United States, and more than 100 other states signed the Nuclear 
Test-Ban Treaty. France and China did not sign it. This agreement outlawed 
testing nuclear weapons above ground, underwater, and in space. The goal was 
to cut down the amount of radiation that people would be exposed to as a result 
of weapons testing. Underground testing remained legal. In 1968, the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty called on nuclear powers to prevent the spread of 
military nuclear technology and materials to non-nuclear countries. 


Angola The Portuguese colony of Angola in southwest Africa won its 
independence in 1975, after 14 years of armed struggle. Like the Vietnamese, 
the Angolans had to fight a war to end their colonial status. 

However, Angola faced greater ethnic conflict than did Vietnam. The 
borders of Angola, like those of many newly independent African countries, 
had been set by European colonial powers with little regard for traditional 
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regions. Rival ethnic groups were thrown together under one government. 
Angola was more a multicthnic empire consisting of three distinct cultural 
groups than a nation-state in which everyone shared a common culture. Each 
group had fought for independence. Each wanted to control the country’s 
lucrative diamond mines, And each was supported by other countries: 


* The USSR and Cuba backed the Mbundu tribe. 
¢ South Africa backed the Ovimbundu tribe. 
¢ The United States backed the Bankongo tribe. 


Upon independence, civil war broke out. In 2002, after 27 years of fighting, 
the rivals agreed on a cease-fire. However, threats of violence from militant 
separatist groups remained. 


Contra War In Nicaragua in 1979, the 43-year dictatorship by the Somoza 
family was ended by the rebel Sandinistas, who called themselves socialists. 
Two years later, conservative opponents of the Sandinistas, known as Contras, 
tried to overthrow them. From 1981 to 1988, the Contra War gripped the 
country. Wanting to isolate the Sandinistas, the United States heavily backed 
the Contras with covert support. The Contra War took the lives of tens of 
thousands of Nicaraguans. The war ended after the signing of the Tela Accord 
in 1989 and the demobilization of the Contra and Sandinista armies. 


Antinuclear Weapon Movement 


The nuclear arms race spawned a reaction known as the antinuclear weapons 
movement. One of the first such movements developed in Japan in 1954 in 
opposition to U.S. testing of nuclear weapons in the Pacific Ocean. In 1955, 
more than one-third of Japan’s population signed a petition against nuclear 
weapons. In the late 1970s and early 1980s, the antinuclear weapons movement 
expanded to other countries, particularly to the United States and Western 
Europe. On June 6, 1982, some one million people demonstrated in New York 
City against the creation, buildup, and possible use of nuclear weapons. 
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 


Questions 1 to 3 refer to the map below. 


Nato and the Warsaw Pact, 1956 
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. The map above most clearly reflects the context of the ongoing efforts of 
(A) the Marshall Plan to stimulate global economic growth 
(B) the United States to contain communism 
(C) the European Economic Union to unify the European economy 
(D) the United States to improve relations with the Soviet Union 


. Which best describes the Warsaw Pact bloc shown on the map? 
(A) a Soviet-led government based in Warsaw, the capital of Poland 


(B) a military alliance created in response to NATO by the Soviet Union 
and other communist nations 


(C) an economic union among Soviet-bloc countries created to counter 
the economic power of the European Economic Community 


(D) a military alliance of non-aligned nations of Europe, Asia, and Africa 
. Which countries represented most closely the declared position of 

Jawaharlal Nehru, Kwame Nkrumah, and Gamal Abdel-Nasser? 

(A) NATO 

(B) Warsaw Pact 

(C) Non-Communist, non-aligned 

(D) Communist, non-aligned 
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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 


1, Use the passage below to answer all parts of the question 
that follows. 


“The epitaph for the disastrous April 17-19, 1961, attempt to overthrow 
communist dictator Fidel Castro by invading Cuba with 1,500 amateur 
soldiers and a handful of piston-cngined B-26 ground-attack bombers was 
spoken soon afterward by President John F. Kennedy. ‘How could I have 
been so stupid?’ he asked an aide. 


A better question might have been, How could the Central Intelligence Agency 
have bungled things so badly? The answer is that the CIA—which planned the 
operation, trained its participants and helped execute its amphibious landings 
and air strikes—performed more amateurishly than the Cuban invaders. But 
the agency's senior leaders were so enamored of the plan they ignored its 
obvious flaws, Worse, two presidential administrations, numerous legislators, 
and plenty of smart generals and admirals also signed off on the scheme. 
Rebel troops and tanks began landing carly on April 17. By the evening of 
April 19 the invasion brigade had been crushed by Castro’s armor, heavy 
artillery and small but unopposed air foree, which included four Lockheed 
T-33 jet trainers that, much to the CLA’s surprise, were fitted with weapons. 
The end result of the ill-fated expedition included 114 men of Brigade 2506 
killed and more than 1,200 captured. In those years before Vicinam some 
observers called the Bay of Pigs the worst defeat suffered by the United 
States since the War of 1812." 


Stephan Wilkinson, “What We Learned from the Bay of Pigs, 
1961,” Military History Magazine 


(A) Describe TWO governmental units responsible for deciding to 
invade Cuba. 

(B) Explain ONE picce of historical evidence for the failure of the 
invasion. 


(C) Describe ONE immediate consequence of the failed invasion. 


2. Answer all parts of the question that follows. 


(A) Explain ONE way in which policies to maintain global influence 
in the United States were similar to the policies to maintain global 
influence in the Soviet Union during the Cold War. 


(B) Explain ONE way in which policies to maintain global influence 
in the United States were different from the policies to maintain 
global influence in the Soviet Union during the Cold War. 

(C) Explain ONE historical development in Latin America that 
contributed to furthering tensions between the United States and 
the Soviet Union during the Cold War. 
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THINK AS A HISTORIAN: EXPLAIN RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH 
COMPARISON 
One way to explain relationships among historical developments is to 
use the reasoning skill of comparison. To practice this skill, complete 
the following activity. 
Choose two of the proxy wars covered in this topic. Explain how they 
are related by looking at how and why they are similar and how and 
why they are different. Consider such factors as ethnic groups, natu- 
ral resources, the superpowers involved, and the outcome. Organize 
your ideas using a chart like the one below. Then write a few sen- 
tences explaining the relationship of the proxy wars you chose. 


Similarities | itferences 


REFLECT ON THE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTION 


1. In one to three paragraphs, compare how the Soviet Union and the 
United States sought to maintain influence during the Cold War. 
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8.4 


Spread of Communism 
after 1900 


The road after the revolution will be longer, the work greater and more arduous. 
—Mao Zadong, 1949 


Essential Question: How did communism and land reform affect China and 
other countries? 


Tes Cold War provided the context in which many countries wrestled with 
the legacies of their past. The combined heritage of feudalism, capitalism, 
and colonialism often resulted in societies with a small class of powerful 
landowners and a large class of peasants who owned little or no land. When 
socialists or communists sought to make more people into landowners, they 
got caught up in the U.S.-Soviet ideological battle. Land reform was a vital 
issue in China, Iran, Vietnam, Ethiopia, India, and a number of Latin American 
countries, including Mexico, Bolivia, and Venezuela. 


Communism in China 


In China, the Communists and the Nationalists began fighting for control of 
the country in 1927. However, after the Japanese invaded, the two sides agreed 
to focus on fighting them instead of each other. (See Topic 7.5.) 


Victory by the Communists After the defeat of the Japanese in 1945, 
the Chinese Civil War resumed. The Communists, led by Mao Zedong, won 
popular support because they redistributed land to peasants, opened schools 
and hospitals, and punished soldiers who mistreated civilians. Peasants saw 
the Communists as more nationalist and less corrupt than the Nationalists. 
In 1949, the Communists defeated the Nationalists and set up the People’s 
Republic of China. Mao ordered the nationalization of Chinese industries 
and created five-year plans based on the Soviet model. Like the Soviets, the 
Chinese plans emphasized heavy industry instead of consumer goods. 


Great Leap Forward In 1958, China went through more land reform 
as part of the policy called the Great Leap Forward. Peasant lands were 
organized into communes, large agricultural communities where the state held 
the land, not private owners. Those who protested this policy could be sent to 
“reeducation camps” or killed. 
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Even though failing harvests caused severe food shortages, China 
continued to export grain to Africa and Cuba. Mao sought to convince the 
outside world of the success of his economic plans. Some 20 million Chinese 
died from starvation. By 1960, the Great Leap Forward was abandoned. 


Source: Wikimedia Commons 

During the Great Leap Forward, 
China set up small-scale backyard 
steel furnaces, However, they 
produced steel of very poor quality, 
and the effort was dropped. 





Cultural Revolution In 1966, Mao attempted to reinvigorate China’s 
commitment to communism, an effort called the Cultural Revolution. In 
practice, the Cultural Revolution silenced critics of Mao and solidified his hold 
on power. Its impact on China was similar to the impact of Stalin’s purges 
in the Soviet Union. Mao ordered the Red Guards, groups of revolutionary 
students, to scize government officials, teachers, and others and send them 
to the countryside for reeducation. Reeducation involved performing hard 
physical labor and attending group meetings where Red Guards pressured 
them to admit they had not been revolutionary enough. 

Relations with the Soviets Although China and the Soviet Union were 
both communist states, they were often hostile to each other. From 1961 
onward, the two countries skirmished over their border. They also competed 
for influence around the world. For example, Albania, a Soviet satellite, took 
advantage of the split by allying with China against the Soviet Union, thereby 
receiving more autonomy and additional financial aid from China. 


Turmoil in Iran 


The modern country of Iran fell under foreign domination in the late 19th 
century. Britain and Russia fought to control the area. The competition grew 
even keener when oil was discovered in Iran in the early 20th century. 


Foreign Influence Early in World War II, the leader of Iran considered 
supporting Hitler’s Nazi regime. Determined not to let that happen, Russia and 
Britain invaded Iran. They forced the leader to abdicate power to his young 
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son, Shah Muhammad Reza Pahlavi. They kept their forces in Iran until the 
end of the war. 

Iranian nationalists objected to the new shah as a puppet of Western powers. 
In 1951, they forced him to flee the country. Two years later, Iran selected 
Mohammad Mosaddegh as prime minister. He vowed to nationalize the oil 
companies. The United States and Great Britain engineered an overthrow of 
the democratically chosen Mosaddegh and returned the shah to power. The 
shah ran an authoritarian regime that relied on a ruthless secret police force. 


Land Reform in the White Revolution Despite his harsh rule, the 
shah instituted several progressive reforms, known as the White Revolution 
because they came without bloodshed. They included recognizing women’s 
right to vote, creating a social welfare system, and funding literacy programs 
in villages. 

The most important reform dealt with land ownership. The shah wanted 
to undercut the power of traditional landowners and increase his popularity 
among peasants. Under his plan, the government bought land from landlords 
and resold it at a lower price to peasants. The program helped many peasants 
become first-time landowners, but it failed to reach a majority of peasants. 

Many Iranians-——both landowners who had been forced to sell their land 
and frustrated peasants who received nothing-—-opposed the land reforms. 
Religious conservatives opposed modernizing the country, particularly 
changing the relationship between men and women. Advocates for greater 
democracy opposed the shah’s harsh rule. 


The Iranian Revolution In 1979, a revolution toppled the shah. Many 
Iranians supported the revolution because they vividly remembered the 
overthrow of the Mosaddegh government in 1953. The leaders to emerge from 
the revolution, though, were ones who rejected the shah’s secular worldview 
for one that viewed Islam as a Key part of the individual-state relationship. The 
new government was a theocracy, a form of government in which religion 
is the supreme authority. The new government was headed by a cleric and 
a Guardian Council, a body of civil and religious legal experts who were 
responsible for interpreting the constitution and making sure all laws complied 
with shariah (Islamic law). The clergy had the right to approve or disapprove 
anyone who ran for office. [ran opposed Western policies in the Middle East 
and the state of Israel. 


Land Reform in Latin America 


Throughout Latin America, leaders saw the concentration of land ownership as 
a barrier to progress. Hence, as countries freed themselves from colonialism, 
they considered land reform. Mexico’s effort dates back to the 1930s, but much 
of the land reform in Latin America took place in the 1960s or later. 


Venezuela In Venezuela, for example, the government redistributed 
some five million acres of land. Some of the land was state-owned and not 
previously under cultivation, while other pieces of land were seized from large 
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landowners. The land reform, begun with a 2001 law, was not popular with the 
landowners who claimed that the state seized their property while it was under 
cultivation. Additional problems arose from illegal squatters who moved in to 
settle on lands that were not scheduled for land reform. Land reform efforts had 
political repercussions as well; those who benefitted were more willing to vote 
for the government instituting the reforms, while those from whom land was 
confiscated tended not to support the states that seized it. Land reform in Latin 
America varied in its details in each country, shaped partly by environmental 
factors, partly by a legacy from colonialism, and partly by the ideology of the 
rulers instituting the reforms. 


Guatemala A democratically clected government under Jacob Arbenz 
in the Central American country of Guatemala began efforts at land reform. 
Feeling threatened, the United Fruit Company lobbied the U.S. government to 
remove the Arbenz. In 1954, he was overthrown. 





Seerce: Diege Rivera, Glorionr Nerory 1954. Peehkin Muscum of Fine Aris, Mascow, Russa, Wikteenedia Commons 


The U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles called the overthrow of Guatemala’s government a 
“glorious victory for democracy.” Diego Rivera used this phrase tronically for the ttle of his mural 
condemning the action. Rivera portrayed Dulles holding a bomb that featured the face of U.S. President 
Dwight Ewenhower 


Land Reform in Asia and Africa 


Vietnam During World War IJ, Japan occupied Vietnam, which France 
still claimed as a colony. At the end of the war in 1945, Vietnam declared 
independence from Japanese and French control. Vietnam was an agricultural 
society. A few people controlled most of the land. Communists vowed to seize 
land from the large landowners and redistribute it among the peasants. This 
pledge won them great support among peasants. When Communists took 
power in the north, they carried out their policies—sometimes violently. In 
South Vietnam, the government was slow to implement land reform, which 
was one reason it remained unpopular. 
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Ethiopia Other than a short period from 1936 to 1941 when it was 
under Italian occupation, Ethiopia had remained an independent country, but 
it suffered problems similar to those of many colonies. During World War 
lI, exiled Ethiopian leader Haile Selassie returned to power. He aligned the 
country with the western powers after the war, and Ethiopia enjoyed economic 
success based largely on its coffee trade. This led to western-style political and 
cultural reforms. Selassie was unable to effectively implement land reforms 
in Ethiopia. By the 1960s, the country was souring on his leadership. Many 
people saw him as a pawn of U.S. imperialism. 

In 1974, a group of military and civilian leaders deposed Selassie. One 
of the primary figures was Mengistu Haile Mariam, an Ethiopian native 
and major in the military. He ordered the assassination of 60 former regime 
officials. The new government declared itself socialist and received aid and 
weapons from the Soviet Union and other communist countries. Famine, failed 
economic policies, and rebellion marred Mengistu’s leadership. By 1991, he 
had resigned and fled to Zimbabwe. 

India Southern Asia had been under British rule since 1858. That changed 
in 1947, Mahatma Gandhi had led the independence movement against England 
since the 1920s, but it wasn’t unul after World War II that India became 
independent. India was partitioned in 1947, creating two countries: Pakistan 
and India, Pakistan was overwhelmingly Muslim, and India was largely Hindu. 

Both countries struggled to establish their new relationship and economies. 
India undertook economic reforms. It instituted land reforms and tried to 
redistribute some land to the landless, abolish the overwhelming power of rent 
collectors, protect land renters, and promote cooperative farming. The results 
were mixed. However, in Kerala, a series of policies had some success: 


¢ 1960: The state passed land reform, but they were overturned by courts. 
* 1963: Tenant won the right to purchase land from landowners, 

* 1969: New laws allow tenants to become full owners of land. 

* 1974: Laws provide for fixed hours of work and minimum wages. 


Despite the popularity of the land reform program, the Indian central government 
took direct rule of Kerala in order to slow down or reverse the program. 


KEY TERMS BY THEME 


SOCIETY: Global GOVERNMENT: Asia GOVERNMENT: Middle 
land reform Mao Zedong East 
commune Great Leap Forward Muhammad Reza Pahiavi 


theocracy Cultural Revolution Mohammad Mosaddegh 
Red Guards Haile Selassie 
White Revolution Mengistu Haile Mariam 
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 


Questions | to 3 refer to the table below. 1. Use the passage below to answer all parts of the question 
that follows. 


China’s Economy During Its First Five-Year Plan “Comrade Stalin: Concerming the telegram Comrade Mao Zedong sent to me 
on October 13 and your reply telegram of [October] 14, | would like to ask 
the following questions. Please give your instructions: 


1. After the dispatch of the 16 regiments of jet planes, can the Soviet 
Volunteer Air Force dispatch bombers to North Korea to support the 
Chinese armies’ military operations? 

2. Besides dispatching the Volunteer Air Force to participate in military 
operations in North Korea, can the Soviet government also dispatch 
protective air forces to be stationed near all lange Chinese coastal cities? 


3. Toaccelerate the building of airports . . . the Chinese government requests 
the Sovict government to supply steel plates to be laid at 4 airports. 





Seuree: “Comparison of the Fie Five-Year Plans of Communist China and the USSR.” Central Intelligence Agency, lune 1989 4. Can the Sovict government provide us in halfa year with 15,000 vehicles 
of all types, but, first of all, with 5,000 load-carrying vehicles? 

1. Which row in this table most clearly supports the conclusion that 5. When [the Chinese People’s Liberation Army] undertakes military 

China’s Five-Year Plan from 1952 to 1957 was successful? operations in cooperation with the North Korcan People’s Army, how 


should [the question of] the mutual command relationship be decided? 


6. When the Soviet Volunteer Air Force participates in North Korean military 
operations, how should [the question of] the command relationship with 

(C) Government the Chinese Volunteer Anny be decided? 

(D) Other 


(A) Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing 
(B) Industry and Construction 


Attached is the Chinese government's requisition list for the first batch of 
artillery of all types .. . . Please give approval. Bolshevik Greetings!” 


2. The size of China's government between 1952 and 1957 became 
Zhou Enlai, letter to Joseph Stalin, October 14, 1950 


(A) smaller in absolute size 
(B) smaller as a percentage of the economy (A) Describe ONE aspect of the Chinese alliance with the Soviet Union 
after 1945 that is reflected in the passage. 
(B) Explain ONE way the Sovict Union maintained influence in Korea 
based on the passage. 
3. Which statement provides the context for understanding this table? (C) Explain ONE historical development that contributed to the Soviet 
(A) China was following the path of Soviet economic development. Union’s ability to maintain its status as a global power after 1945. 


(B) China viewed the United States as an economic model to follow. 


(C) larger in absolute size 
(D) larger as a percentage of the economy 


2. Answer all parts of the question that follows. 


(C) China wanted conmmumier spending to lead economic growth. (A) Explain ONE way the political or economic policies of Viadimir 


(D) China believed that it would soon move away from communism. Lenin differed from those of Joseph Stalin. 
(B) Explain ONE way in which Vladimir Lenin's view of the proletarian 
class differed from Mao Zedong’s view of the proletarian class. 
(C) Explain ONE way in which Vladimir Lenin’s view of the proletarian 
class was similar to Mao Zedong’s view of the proletarian class. 
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THINK AS A HISTORIAN: EXPLAIN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PURPOSE IN 
A SOURCE 


People write for a variety of purposes. Journalist Edgar Ansel Mowrer, 
for cxample, lived in Berlin in the 1930s and wrote Pulitzer-prize winning 
analyses on the rise of Hitler to inform the world that the transformation of 
Germany was far from democratic and to sound the alarm about renewed 
militarism. Mowrer, however, like other journalists, also wrote to express 
opinions. Increasingly frustrated at defeats by Communists, Mowrer expressed 
his opinion on why they seemed to be winning. 

Explain the significance of knowing the following is an opinion piece in 
evaluating its usefulness as a source on the spread of communism. Identify 
some sentences that show it is an opinion piece. 


“1. The Reds are not afraid of an atomic war. .. . Although they would 
prefer to conquer without a major shooting (and H-bombing) war, 
they presumably will start an atomic war if and when they see an 
opportunity to do so without danger of defeat or severe damage 
at home. 


2. The Communists are without moral restraints. . ..At home they rule 
by naked terror , . . crushing discontent silently before it becomes 
rebellion. .. . They burn villages, shoot hostages, torture and “brain- 
wash’ prisoners, and rely upon fear to break further resistance.” 


3. The Communists promise something to everybody. . . .They call 
war, peace; tyranny, freedom; unrestrained exploitation, social 
Justice. . . . No matter what you think you want—more food, a 
better job, personal revenge or, particularly, a whole new world 
order—-the Red Pipers are ready with the promise, if not for today, 
then surely for tomorrow. 


4. Communists everywhere are united. . . . They are held together by 
a common goal—world conquest. They think, talk, work and fight 
under a common symbol-—the hammer and the sickle. 


5. Communists put guns before butter... . They coldly sacrifice the 
living standards of their respective peoples to their political aims.” 
“The Reds Hold Five Big Cards—-But We Can 

Trump Them.” Collier 5, October 29, 1954 


REFLECT ON THE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTION 


1. In one to three paragraphs, describe how communism and land reform 
affected China and other nations. 
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8.5 


Decolonization after 1900 


From its inception, South Vietnam was only considered to be an outpost in the 
war against communism. 
— Nguyen Cao Ky (1930-2011) 


Essential Question: How did people pursue independence after 19007 


i the 20th century, nationalist groups and leaders challenged colonial rule 
not only through land reform but also through political negotiation, as in India, 
and armed struggle, as in Angola (See Topic 8.3.) Struggles for independence 
after World War I and the failure of many independence movements added 
to anticolonial sentiments during World War II. Empires became politically 
unacceptable. European powers struggled to hold onto their colonies. Notions 
of freedom born of World War II rhetoric helped speed up decolonization. 
That process coincided with the Cold War and the development of the United 
Nations. Nguyen Cao Ky, a South Vietnamese military and political leader, 
noted (above) that his country’s war was part of the Cold War. 


Movements for Autonomy: India and Pakistan 


The drive for Indian self-rule began in the 19th century with the foundation of 
the Indian National Congress. Its leader in 1920 was Mohandas Gandhi. Hindu 
and Muslim groups, united by their desire to get rid of the British, supported 
the independence movement in South Asia. The National Congress's tactics 
included mass civil disobedience, and it remained a powerful governmental 
force after Indian independence. The Muslim League, founded in 1906, 
advocated a separate nation for Indian Muslims. 

Not all Indian leaders agreed with Gandhi's nonviolent, noncooperation 
movement or his call for unity between Muslims and Hindus. However, 
they put aside their differences until after World War II. Then leaders again 
demanded independence. 

After the war, Britain grew weaker as India’s fighting abilities grew 
stronger. When Britain failed to follow through on promises for more rights 
for Indians, Indian people increased their protests for full independence from 
British rule. The Royal Indian Navy Revolt in 1946 was instrumental in 
bringing Britain to the realization it could no longer rule India. As a result of 
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economic pressures from India and from its own sluggish postwar recovery, 
Britain was ready to negotiate independence in South Asia. 


Division and Conflict Muslims feared living in an independent India 
dominated by Hindus. Distrust between Muslims and Hindus dated back 
centuries to the 8th century, when Muslims invaded Hindu kingdoms in 
northern India. Muslims campaigned for an independent Muslim country— 
Pakistan. India and Pakistan both gained independence in 1947. 


South Asia, 1950 





EAST 
PAKISTAN 


Bay eof 
Bengal 


Decolonization in Ghana and Algeria 


Britain agreed to negotiate independence for its West African colony of the Gold 
Coast, just as it had for its colonies in South Asia. The Gold Coast combined 
with the former British Togoland to form Ghana, the first sub-Saharan African 
country to gain independence in the 20th century. (The new country of Ghana 
was smaller in area than the historic kingdom of the same name.) Negotiations 
led by the United Nations helped bring about Ghana’s independence in 1957. 
Its first president, Kwame Nkrumah, took office in 1960. 

Ideas from modern nation-states influenced Ghanaian nationalism. 
Nkrumah emulated nationalistic traditions he learned during his time in the 
United States and Britain. For example, Nkrumah constructed a national 
narrative that centered on having a historical past of glory and rich tradition, 
founding fathers, a currency, a flag, an anthem, museums, and monuments. He 
was responsible for numerous public works and development projects, such 
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as hydroelectric plants. However, some critics accused him of running the 
country into debt and allowing widespread corruption—an economic pattern 
that often happened in later African dictatorships. In 1964, Nkrumah claimed 
dictatorial powers when the voters agreed to a one-party state, with him as 
party leader. 

Nkrumah strongly advocated Pan-Africanism, a term with multiple 
meanings. In the 19th century, American and British abolitionists called their 
plans to return former slaves to their homes in Africa Pan-Africanism or Africa 
for Africans. The country of Liberia was founded on this vision. In the second 
half of the 20th century, for some Africans, the term Pan-Africanism meant a 
celebration of unity of culture and ideas throughout the continent. These Pan- 
Afnicanists rejected intervention by former colonial powers. 

In keeping with his vision of Pan-Africanism, Nkrumah founded the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) in 1963. However, three years later, a 
military coup overthrew Nkrumah’s government and expelled many foreigners 
from the country. Not until 2000 would Ghana witness a peaceful transfer of 
civilian power from one elected president to another. 


Algeria In northem Africa, the French colony of Algeria endured far 
more violence than Ghana before becoming independent. Mounting social, 
political, and economic crises in Algeria resulted in political protests. The 
French government responded with restrictive laws and violence. 

Many Algerians, driven by feelings of nationalism, campaigned for 
independence after World War LL. The Algerian War for Independence began 
in 1954, and it involved many groups. Because so many French people lived 
in Algeria as settlers, the French government considered Algeria a part of 
France and was adamant that it could not become a separate country. The FLN 
(National Liberation Front) led the Algerian movement for independence. 
The FLN sought self-determination through guerrilla techniques against half 
a million French forces sent to Algeria. While French military casualties were 
relatively low, hundreds of thousands of Algerians died in the war, often in 
violent street-by-street battles. French historian Pierre Vidal-Naquet confessed 
that there were “hundreds of thousands of instances of torture” by the French 
military in Algeria. 

The Algerian conflict caused sharp divisions in France. The French 
Communist Party, powerful at the time, favored Algerian independence. 
Violence broke out in cities throughout France. In 1958, French President 
Charles de Gaulle had a new mandate for expanded presidential power under 
the constitution of the new Fifth Republic. De Gaulle planned the steps through 
which Algeria would gain independence. He then went straight to the people 
of France and Algeria to gain approval of his plan in a referendum, thereby 
bypassing the French National Assembly. 

However, with the coming of independence in 1962, war broke out again 
in Algeria, Thousands of pro-French Algerians and settlers fled the country. 
The influx of these refugees into France created housing and employment 
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problems as well as increased anti-immigration sentiment. Violence in Algeria 
left between 50,000 and 150,000 dead at the hands of FLN and lynch mobs. 

The first president of the new Algerian Republic was overthrown in 
1965 in a military coup led by his former ally. The National Liberation Front 
continued in power under different leadership, making Algeria a single-party 
state for a number of years. The FLN maintained a socialist authoritarian 
government that did not tolerate dissent. Meanwhile, the government led a 
drive for modernization of industry and collectivization of agriculture. 


Algerian Civil War In 1991, violence again surfaced in Algeria, this time 
in reaction to one-party rule. The Islamic Salvation Front won the first round 
in an election that was then canceled. A bloody Algerian Civil War followed 
(1991-2002), during which the FLN continued in control. The army chose 
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika in 1999. In his second term, he attempted to 
be more inclusive of insurgents, although suicide bombings continued. In 
2011, the military state of emergency, in place since 1992, was finally lifted in 
response to protests in the wake of major uprisings in nearby states, including 
Tunisia, Egypt, and Libya. 


Comparing Ghana and Algeria Both Ghana and Algeria experienced 
growing pains under military rule. The main struggles were between those 
who favored multiparty states and those who favored single-party socialism. 
Ghana created a new constitution in 1992, easing the transfer of power 
between elected governments. One point of national pride was that a Ghanaian 
leader, Kofi Annan, became UN Secretary General in 1997. In Algeria, by 
contrast, religious tensions grew worse. As in other countries in North Africa 
and the Middle East, a growing right-wing Islamist movement that was willing 
to use violence challenged the power of mainstream Muslims. In 1992, an 
Islamist assassinated Algeria’s president. As in Egypt and Turkey, the military 
responded by repressing Islamic fundamentalists. In 1997, Algeria banned 
political parties that were based on religion. 


Negotiated Independence in French West Africa 


As Britain negotiated independence with its African colonies, France did the 
same with its colonies in French West Africa. These included Senegal, the 
Ivory Coast, Niger, Upper Volta, and other territories. France had controlled 
them since the late 1800s with small military forces. France used indirect rule, 
which relied on local chiefs, existing governments, and other African leaders 
to maintain stability. 

Over the years, France invested in West Africa, building railroads, 
advancing agricultural development, and benefitting in trade revenue that 
grew substantially. But by the mid-1950s, various African political parties 
(democratic, socialist, and communist) and leaders arose in French West 
Africa. By 1959, many of the French West African countries had negotiated 
their independence from France. 
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Nationalism and Division in Vietnam 


World War I] interrupted France's long colonial rule in Indochina, but France 
reoccupied the southern portion of Vietnam when the war ended. A bloody 
struggle began against the forces of Ho Chi Minh, the communist leader of 
North Vietnam. He appealed to nationalist feelings to unite the country under 
a single communist government. 

France responded by attempting to reestablish its colonial rule, sparking 
a Vietnamese war of independence that lasted until 1954. The peace treaty 
split the country into North and South Vietnam, with elections planned for 
1956 that would reunite the country. However, many in South Vietnam, along 
with the United States, opposed the Communists and feared Ho would win the 
election. No election took place. 

War broke out between the communist North and the South. U.S. military 
troops supported the South. South Vietnamese who supported the Communists, 
known as Viet Cong, fought a guerrilla war against U.S. troops. 

As the Vietnam War worsened, American military involvement and 
casualties grew. In response, the antiwar movement became more vocal. 
President Richard Nixon began to withdraw U.S. troops in 1971; the last 
troops left in 1975. North Vietnam quickly gained control of South Vietnam. 
It is estimated that the Vietnam War resulted in between one million and 
two million deaths, including about 58,000 Americans. It also destabilized 
Southeast Asia. Communists soon won control of Laos and Cambodia, but the 
spread of communism stopped there. 

Beginning in the 1980s, Vietnam introduced some market-based economic 
reforms. In following years, Vietnam and the United States reestablished trade 
and diplomatic relations. (Connect: Write an outline connecting Vietnam's 
fight for independence with the Vietnam War. See Topics 6.2 and 8.4.) 


Struggles and Compromise in Egypt 


Having long been under the sovereignty of the Ottoman Empire, Egypt became 
a nominally independent kingdom in 1922. However, the British retained some 
of the same treaty rights there that they had held under their mandate following 
World War |. A 1936 Anglo-Egyptian treaty allowed more Egyptian autonomy. 
Sull, it also allowed the British to keep soldiers in Egypt to protect the Suez 
Canal. The British army continued to influence Egyptian internal affairs. 


Nasser Following World War II, Egypt became one of six founding 
members of the Arab League, which grew to 22 member states. In 1952, 
General Gamal Abdel Nasser, along with Muhammad Naguib, overthrew 
the king and established the Republic of Egypt. Naguib became its first 
president; Nasser its second. Nasser was a great proponent of Pan-Arabism, a 
movement promoting the cultural and political unity of Arab nations. Similar 
transnational movements would attempt to unite all Africans (Pan-Africanism) 
and all working people (communism). 
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Nasser’s domestic policies blended Islam and socialism. He instituted 
land reform, transforming private farms into socialist cooperatives that would 
maintain the existing irrigation and drainage systems and share profits from 
crops. He nationalized some industries and businesses, including foreign- 
owned banks, taking them over and running them as state enterprises. However, 
Nasser touched off an international crisis when he nationalized the Suez Canal. 


The Suez Crisis Built by Egyptian laborers—thousands of whom died 
while working on the project—-with money from French investment between 
1859 and 1869, the Suez Canal had been under lease to the French for 
99 years. To the Egyptians, this lease symbolized colonial exploitation, which 
Nasser pledged to fight. In addition, the British owned interests in the canal, 
which they administered jointly with the French. In 1956, Nasser seized the 
canal, and Israel invaded Egypt at the behest of Britain and France. The two 
European countries then occupied the area around the canal, claiming they 
were enforcing a UN cease-fire. However, the United States and the Soviet 
Union opposed British and French actions and used the United Nations to 
broker a resolution to the Suez Crisis. 

The removal of foreign troops was followed by an agreement for the canal 
to become an international waterway open to traffic of all nations under the 
sovereignty of Egypt. The UN deployed peacekeepers to the Sinai Peninsula 
in Egypt. Britain, France, and Israel were not happy with the interference 
of the United States in the Suez Crisis, but U.S. efforts led to a peaceful 
compromise. The incident also was an example of a nation maintaining a non- 
aligned position between the United States and the Soviet Union—the two 
superpowers in the Cold War. 


Independence and Civil War in Nigeria 


The western African country of Nigeria, the most populous state on the 
continent, gained independence from Britain in 1960. The Biafran Civil War 
began in 1967 when the Igbos, a Westermnized, predominantly Christian tribe 
in the southeastern oil-rich Niger River Delta area, tried to secede from the 
northermn-dominated government. The Igbos sought autonomy because of 
targeted atiacks against them by the Hausa-Fulani Islamic group in the north. 
They declared themselves an independent nation called Biafra. 

The Igbos’ secession movement failed, and Biafra ceased to exist when the 
war ended, in 1970. Nigeria granted amnesty to a majority of Igbo generals, 
but civilian government did not return. A series of military coups with generals 
in command of the government continued until the 1999 election of Olusegun 
Obasanjo, who presided over a democratic civilian government called the 
Fourth Republic of Nigeria. 

In an effort to prevent tribalism from destroying the country, the 
government established a federation of 36 states with borders that cut across 
ethnic and religious lines. However, friction continued between Christian 
Yoruba, Igbo groups in the south, and Islamic groups in the northern states. 
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The constitution of Nigeria permitted states to vote for a dual legal system of 
secular law and shariah. Eleven states voted for this option. In an additional 
effort to discourage ethnic strife, the constitution encouraged intermarriage 
among the ethnic groups. 

Problems remained in the Niger River Delta, which had rich oil deposits. 
Citizens complained that the national government exploited oil resources 
without returning wealth to the region. Also, they contended that the oil 
companies had polluted their lands and rivers. Militants set fire to oil wells and 
pipelines in protest. 


Canada and the “Silent Revolution” in Quebec 


Quebec is the largest of Canada’s provinces, and its history is deeply rooted in 
French culture. France's North American colonial territory in the early 1700s 
spanned from Quebec to the Gulf of Mexico. By the late 1700s, England 
controlled what was called New France, beginning a cultural and political 
divide in Quebec. People in New France were mainly Catholic, while the 
English-speaking parts of Britain’s Canadian colony were mainly Protestant. 
The Quebecois historically aligned themselves with France rather than 
England, Over the centuries, efforts to create a separate independent state have 
flared up—sometimes with violent results. The Quiet Revolution of the 1960s 
involved much political and social change in Quebec, with the Liberal Party 
gaining power and reforming economic policies that led to further desires 
for separation from the rest of British-controlled Canada. French Canadian 
nationalism expanded, and splinter groups adopted extreme tactics, including 
terrorist bombings that began in 1963. Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, 
a native of Quebec, was able to preserve the country’s unity. Later, in 1995, a 
referendum to make Quebec an independent nation failed by a narrow margin. 


KEY TERMS BY THEME 


GOVERNMENT: Leaders | GOVERNMENT: Wars, SOCIETY: Pro-Independence 
Kwame Nkrumah Conflicts, and Organizations 
Charies de Gaulle Compromises Muslim League 


Ho Chi Minh Algerian War tor Organization of African Unity 
Gara! Abdel Nasser Independence {OAU) 
Algerian Civil War 
GOVERNMENT: 
iar Suez Crisis 
one-party state Biafran Civil War 
y Quiet Revolution 
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 


Questions 1 to 3 refer to the passage below. 


“For more than 80 years, the French imperialists, abusing the standard of 
Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, have violated our Fatherland and oppressed 
our fellow-citizens. They have acted contrary to the ideals of humanity 
and justice. In the field of politics, they have deprived our people of every 
democratic liberty. 

They have enforced inhuman laws; they have set up three distinct political 
regimes in the North, the Center, and the South of Vietnam in order to wreck 
our national unity and prevent our people from being united. 

They have built more prisons than schools . . . To weaken our race they 
have forced us to use opium and alcohol. 

In the fields of economics, they have fleeced us to the backbone, 
impoverished our people, and devastated our land.” 

Ho Chi Minh, Vietnamese Declaration of Independence, 1945 


1. Which words in the passage most directly reflect Marx’s fundamental 
criticism of capitalism? 
(A) “They set up three distinct political regimes.” 
(B) “They have built more prisons than schools.” 
(C) “They have forced us to use opium and alcohol.” 
(D) “They have fleeced us to the backbone, impoverished our people.” 
2. Which movement would have most likely influenced Ho Chi Minh’s 
sentiments expressed in the passage? 
(A) the Enlightenment 
(B) abolitionism 
(C) mercantilism 
(D) Social Darwinism 
3. Ho Chi Minh’s eventual declaration of Vietnam’s independence most 
directly resulted in 


(A) a negotiated resolution that partitioned Vietnam into North and 
South 


(B) an election in France in which the majority of the people voted for 
Vietnam to be granted independence 


(C) a war between South Vietnam and the United States, after which 
France granted independence to North Vietnam only 


(D) a war for independence from France, followed by an armed conflict 
involving the United States 
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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 


1. Use the table below to answer all parts of the question that follows. 


Ten Countries with the Largest Number of Muslims 


Total Muslim 
Population 


ae 


189,111,000 
165,624,000 
8.060 


Turkey 





Source: Woeld Facthook CLA 


(A) Describe ONE historical development that explains the role of 
Islam in cach country listed in the table. 


(B) Explain ONE example of the global distribution of Muslims based 
on information in the table. 


(C) Explain ONE example that supports the argument that Islam is 
stronger outside the Middle East than it is in the Middle East. 


2. Answer all parts of the question that follows. 
(A) Explain ONE way in which nationalist leaders in Asia sought 
independence differently from the ways nationalist leaders in 
Africa sought independence after 1900. 


(B) Explain ONE example of a colony that achieved independence 
through armed struggle after 1900. 


(C) Explain ONE example of a regional, religious, or ethnic movement 
that challenged colonial rule and imperial boundaries after 1900. 
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THINK AS A HISTORIAN: MAKE CONNECTIONS THROUGH 
COMPARISONS 


People in the United States are accustomed to recognize a wall of 
separation between church and state. However, in some emerging 
nations during decolonization, especially in Africa and South Asia, 
religion became a major force in determining a new government that 
was acceptable to the people. 


Compare the process of decolonization in two countries in which 
religion played a prominent role. How were the resulting govern- 
ments similar, and how were they different? 


REFLECT ON THE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTION 


1. In one to three paragraphs, explain how various peoples pursued 
independence after 1900. 





Seurce: Comets for Dacase Cantrol and Prevention’s Publec Healt Image Literary 


This 1968 photo shows 3 corn soya mix that was made into a bread-like food to help feed the 
$00,000 chikiren who suffered from malnutrition during the Biafran Civil War. 
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8.6 


Newly Independent States 


India is free but she has not achieved unity, only a fissured and broken freedom. 
—Sa Aurobindo (1872-1950) 


Essential Question: What political changes led to territorial, demographic, 
and nationalist developments and the economic shifts that resulted? 


A, imperialistic powers handed over governmental control to their former 
colonies, they often created new states. Between 1945 and 2000, the number of 
independent states in the world more than doubled, from approximately 75 to 
around 190. The boundaries of the new states often led to conflicts, population 
displacement, and resettlement. In India, as lamented by Sri Aurobindo, an 
Indian nationalist and philosopher, the country was partitioned into Hindu India 
and Muslim Pakistan. Later, Pakistan divided again, creating Bangladesh. In 
the Middle East, the newly created Israel displaced Palestinian residents. 

Newly independent countries often instituted strong policies to promote 
economic development. At the same time, migrants from the newly 
independent countries kept alive cultural and economic ties as they migrated 
to the colonizing countries, usually to the large cities. 


Israel’s Founding and Its 

Relationships with Neighbors 

The Zionist movement originated in the 1890s from reaction to the Dreyfus 
Affair. (See Topic 5.1.) Theodore Herzl, a Hungarian Jewish intellectual and 
journalist, used the affair as evidence that assimilation of Jews into European 
society was failing to provide safety and equal opportunity. At the First Zionist 
Congress in 1897, he urged the creation of a separate Jewish state. 

Birth of Israel Zionists hoped that the new state could be established in 
Palestine because that was where their ancestors had lived. In modern times, 
Palestine was part of the Ottoman Empire, and most of its inhabitants were 
Arabs who practiced Islam. In a new state, Zionists argued, Jews could be free 
of persecution. In 1917, during World War I, the British government issued 
the Balfour Declaration, which favored the establishment in Palestine of a 
“national home” for the Jewish people. However, British Foreign Secretary 
Arthur James Balfour wrote that “nothing shall be done which may prejudice 
the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communiti¢s in Palestine.” 
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The situation was complicated because British officer T. E. Lawrence, 
known as “Lawrence of Arabia,” promised certain Arabs an independent state 
as well. The British Foreign Office hoped that Arabs would rise up against the 
Ottoman Empire, which would make it easier to defeat during World War I. 
The Balfour Declaration promised civil and religious rights to non-Jews in 
Palestine, but the supporters of the Arabs did not trust the British. 

In 1918, after World War I, Britain was given a mandate over former 
Ottoman lands in the Middle East. Soon Zionists began to immigrate to 
Palestine from Europe and from other Middle Eastern areas. As immigration 
increased, the Arabs in the area protested their loss of land and traditional 
Islamic way of life. 

World War II and the deaths of six million Jews in the Holocaust provided 
another impetus for Jewish immigration. The fate of the European Jews 
brought worldwide sympathy for the survivors. Britain, trying to hold the line 
on Jewish immigration in the face of Arab opposition, turned the matter over 
to the United Nations. As in India, leaders hoped that partition would bring 
peace and stability. In 1948, after the UN divided Palestine into Jewish and 
Arab sections, the Jewish section declared itself to be a new country: Israel. 


Multiple Wars War broke out immediately between Israel, which had 
support from the United States, and the Palestinians, who had support from 
neighboring Arab countries. Arab forces from Syria, Jordan (then called 
Transjordan), Lebanon, and Iraq invaded Israel. After several cease-fires, the 
Isracli army won, and an armed truce was declared. Immediately after the 
truce, about 400,000 Palestinians became refugees, living in camps near the 
Isracli border. Three other Isracli-Palestinian wars followed: 


* In 1956, Israel, with support from France and Great Britain, invaded 
Egypt's Sinai Peninsula, in part to liberate the Suez Canal, which the 
Egyptian government had nationalized under Gamal Abdel Nasser’s 
economic programs (See Topic 8.5.) Following international protests, 
Israel and its allied forces were ordered to withdraw from Egypt. 


* In the Six-Day War of 1967, Israel fought on three fronts at once. 
Israel gained the Gaza Strip from Egypt, the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem from Jordan, and the Golan Heights from Syria. 


* Inthe Yom Kippur War of 1973, Israel repelled a surprise invasion by 
Egypt and Syria. 


Isracli-Egyptian Peace After 30 years of conflict between Israel and 
its Arab neighbors, U.S. President Jimmy Carter mediated the Camp David 
Accords, a peace agreement between Prime Minister Menachem Begin of 
Israel and President Anwar Sadat of Egypt. However, the Palestinians and 
several Arab states rejected the 1979 peace treaty. The Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO) and its longtime leader Yasser Arafat wanted the return 
of occupied lands and the creation of an independent nation of Palestine. 
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Ongoing Violence In the 21st century, the peace process became more 
complicated when the Palestinians split into two factions. The Fatah faction 
controlled the West Bank. The Hamas faction controlled Gaza. Security 
concerns led the Israeli government to implement tighter border controls on 
the West Bank and on Gaza. These controls, amounting to economic sanctions, 
severely restricted normal activity for hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 
and fomented anger. Israel further angered Palestinians by approving new 
settlements on lands it had occupied during previous wars, lands Palestinians 
considered theirs. 

Without a peace process, violence continued. Between 2000 and 2014, 
over 7,000 Palestinian and over 1,000 Israelis were killed. Many countries in 
the Middle East remained hostile to United States over its support of Israel. 
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Cambodia Gains Independence and Survives Wars 


After World War II, Vietnam’s neighbor Cambodia pressured France to grant 
it independence in 1953. Cambodia’s royal family continued to head the 
government and tried to maintain its status as a non-aligned nation during the 
first two decades of the Cold War. However, Cambodia was eventually drawn 
into the Vietnam War. 

Following the Vietnam War, a communist guerrilla organization called 
the Khmer Rouge, under the leadership of Pol Pot, overthrew the right-wing 
government of Cambodia. Once in power, Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge 
imposed a ruthless form of communism, following the Chinese model of 
“cultural revolution” that targeted intellectuals and dissenters. The slaughter 
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and famine that followed took more than two million lives—about one-quarter 
of the country’s population. Mass graves of victims from the “killing fields” 
of Cambodia continued to be discovered in the countryside and jungles for 
decades afterward. (Connect: Create a graphic organizer comparing the tactics 
of the Khmer Rouge under Pol Pot with that of Joseph Stalin. See Topic 7.4.) 

In 1977, Vietnamese troops invaded Cambodia to support opponents of 
Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge. At the end of the ensuing war, the Vietnamese 
took control of the government in Cambodia and helped the country to regain 
some stability, even as some fighting continued and hundreds of thousands 
of refugees fled the country. In 1989, Vietnamese forces completed their 
withdrawal from Cambodia. A peace agreement reached in 1991 allowed free 
elections, monitored by the United Nations. Prince Norodom Sihanouk became 
a constitutional monarch, and the country developed a democratic government 
with multiple political parties and aspects of a market economy. 


India and Pakistan Become Separate Countries 


In 1947, the Bntish divided colonial India into two independent countries: a 
mostly Hindu India and a mostly Muslim Pakistan. India’s population was 
about 10 times larger than Pakistan’s. In both countries, women had the right 
to vote. 

The partition of the colony was chaotic, and violence broke out along 
religious lines. At least 10 million people moved: Hindus and Sikhs fled their 
homes in Pakistan to resettle in India, and Muslims fled India for Pakistan. In 
the political turmoil, between 500,000 and one million people died. 
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After partition, Pakistani-India distrust grew. While India became the 
world’s largest democracy, Pakistan had both elected leaders and authoritarian 
military rulers. Moderates in both countries confronted powerful conservative 
religious movements that opposed compromise with the other country. 


Kashmir Conflict One persistent tension between India and Pakistan 
was over Kashmir, a border region in the mountainous north. At the time of 
partition, most people in Kashmir were Muslims, but its leader was a Hindu. 
Therefore, both Pakistan and India claimed Kashmir. At times the rivalry there 
broke out into armed conflict. The tension between the two countrics became 
more significant after cach began developing nuclear weapons. Eventually, 
India controlled about 45 percent of the Kashmir region, Pakistan controlled 
about 35 percent, and China controlled about 20 percent. 


Women Gain Power in South Asia 


In some newly emerging countries, women became heads of state. Often, they 
replaced their fathers or husbands. In India and Pakistan, women won the right 
to vote in 1947. 


Sri Lanka The world’s first female prime minister was Sirimavo 
Bandaranaike. She won that position in 1960 in Ceylon (later Sri Lanka). Her 
husband was assassinated in office in 1959, and Bandaranaike ran for office to 
fill his seat. She continued her husband’s socialist economic policies. But in 
1965, with a sagging economy, she was voted out of office. Five years later, 
she returned to power and instituted much more radical policies, including land 
reforms, restrictions on free enterprise, and a new constitution that changed 
the country’s name to Sri Lanka. While some of her reforms succeeded, the 
economy stalled again, and in 1977, she was again voted out of office. 

Bandaranaike remained active in Sri Lankan politics. Her children became 
leaders as well. When her daughter Chandrika became the country’s first female 
president in 1994, she appointed her mother again to the role of prime minister. 


India In 1966, two years after the death of India’s first prime minister, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, his only child, Indira Gandhi, became India’s leader. (She 
was not related to Mohandas Gandhi.) She was underestimated at first but 
proved to be effective, distancing herself in some ways from her father’s old- 
guard advisors and making political and economic moves to strengthen India’s 
economy. War with Pakistan took a toll on the economy, though India won the 
conflict with the help of military support from the Soviet Union. 

Indira Gandhi became a revered leader in India, though further economic 
strife would undermine her popularity in the ensuing years. High inflation and 
growing poverty threatened her rule. She declared a national emergency in 1975 
and jailed many opposition leaders. Her 20-point economic program proved 
successful, alleviating inflation, reforming corrupt laws, and increasing national 
production. But some of her policies were unpopular with the people of India 
despite the economic gains, In 1977, Gandhi lost in the elections. She retumed 
to power as prime minister in 1980 but was assassinated in 1984. 
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Pakistan Pakistan elected Benazir Bhutto prime minister in 1988. Her 
father had also served as prime minister. She was the first elected female leader 
ofa majority Muslim country. Bhutto struggled to improve Pakistan's economy 
and reduce its poverty. Corruption charges dogged her and her husband. Bhutto 
won election to two nonconsecutive terms and then went into exile from 1999 
until 2007. Shortly after she returned to Pakistan, an assassin killed her. 


Tanzania Modernizes 


Tanganyika gained its independence from Britain in 1961, later becoming the 
United Republic of Tanzania. Its first president, Julius Nyerere, instituted 
African socialist political and economic ideas—summarized in the Arusha 
Declaration of 1967. It was an egalitarian approach based on cooperative 
agriculture. Literacy campaigns, free education, and collective farming were 
key components of what Nyerere called ujamaa (Swahili for “familyhood”). 
He also advanced the country’s economic independence away from foreign 
aid. Economic hardships challenged Nyerere’s leadership for years, as did 
conflicts with Uganda and its leader Idi Amin. Though personally popular, 
Nyerere could not pull Tanzania out of poverty. He resigned the presidency in 
1985 but remained an important social leader until his death in 1999. 


Emigration from Newer Countries to Older Ones 


People from these newly independent countries sometimes moved to the former 
colonial powers. For example, large numbers of refugees and immigrants from 
Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh moved to London after the chaos of World 
War II and other conflicts. London was a metropole—a large city of a former 
colonial ruler. Similarly, Vietnamese, Algerians, and West Africans migrated 
to Paris and other cities in France, and Filipinos migrated to the United States. 
Many migrants found jobs in the medical field. Others worked on railroads, in 
foundries, and in airports. In this way, economic and cultural ties between the 
colonial power and newly independent countries remained strong. 
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 


Questions | to 3 refer to the passage below. 


“After four wars during 30 years, despite intensive human efforts, the Middle 
East, which is the cradle of civilization and the birthplace of three great 
religions, does not enjoy the blessings of peace. The people of the Middle East 
yearn for peace so that the vast human and natural resources of the region can 
be turned to the pursuits of peace and so that this area can become a model for 
coexistence and cooperation among nations.... 

Peace requires respect for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political 
independence of every state in the area and their right to live in peace within 
secure and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts of force. Progress 
toward that goal can accelerate movement toward a new cra of reconciliation in 
the Middle East marked by cooperation in promoting economic development, 
in maintaining stability and in assuring security.” 

Camp David Accords, 1978 


1. According to the above passage, what basic element is required for 
peace in the Middle East? 


(A) demilitarization 

(B) secure borders 

(C) economic cooperation 
(D) territorial fluidity 


2. Who rejected the proposed peace treaty? 
(A) Anwar Sadat of Egypt 
(B) Menachem Begin of Israel 
(C) Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) 
(D) U.S. President Jimmy Carter 


3. Which was the intended consequence of the Camp David accords? 
(A) an election defeat for Menachem Begin 
(B) an alliance between Egypt and Iran 
(C) peace between Israel and Egypt 
(D) an invasion of Gaza by the PLO 
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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 


1. Use the passage below to answer all parts of the question 


that follows. 


“At the turn of the 1960s . . . a state-sponsored agency that recruited workers 
from the French Antilles, and the lack of economic opportunitics throughout 
sub-Saharan Affican nations spurred a large-scale working class labor 
migration to Paris. However, this postwar labor migration occurred in the 
midst of changing menialité (attitudes). The attributes of colonialism had 
recently been challenged . . . . 


However, when Antilleans [people from an archipelago in the Caribbean] and 
sub-Saharan Africans migrated to France in the 1960s, their former colonial 
status still determined their social conditions, especially in the labor and 
housing markets. As the Antillean writer Francoise Ega who lived in France 
during the period observes, ‘the French government and sociely perceive all 
Polish people as agricultural workers, all Algerians as unskilled construction 
workers, and all Antillean women as maids.’ Although race, gender, and 
ethnicity structure the labor landscape, only offering people of African 
descent menial worker, household employee, or lower rank tertiary worker 
positions, Antilleans and sub-Saharan Africans had migrated to France 
with clear-cut professional goals: they desired decent wages, congenial and 
respectful treatment, and the possibility of receiving a job promotion related 
to their hard work.” 
Wendy Pojmann, Migration and Activism in Europe Since 
1945, 2008 


(A) Describe ONE way in which one European state developed 
migration policies after 1945. 


(B) Explain ONE way tn which imperialist ideas continued in Europe 


after 1945, 
(C) Explain ONE piece of historical evidence that supports the 


writer's claim that “the attributes of colonialism had recently been 


challenged” in Europe by 1960. 


. Answer all parts of the question that follows. 


(A) Explain ONE event that caused a significant change in the 
movement to support the creation of Israel. 


(B) Explain ONE event that caused a significant change in Israeli-Arab 


THINK AS A HISTORIAN: USE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT, MODIFY, 
OR REFUTE A CLAIM 


Historical evidence can support, modify, or refute an argument or 
claim. In fact, evidence that can be used to support one argument might 
also be used to refute another. That flexibility of the historical record is 
partly why history is so reliant on interpretation. To appreciate the ways 
in which historical evidence relates to claims, complete the following 
activity on the partition of India into two states: India and Pakistan. 


Carefully read each of the following statements. Then, for each one, 
develop a claim or argument that the statement supports. Develop a 
second claim that the same statement either modifies or refutes. 


1. “We are not two nations, Every [Muslim] will have a Hindu name if 

he gocs back far enough in his family history. Every Muslim is merely 

a Hindu who has accepted Islam. That does not create nationality . . . 

We in India have a common culture. . . . When communal riots 

take place, they are always provoked by incidents over cows and 

by religious processions. That means that it is our superstitions that 

create the trouble and not our separate nationalities . .. We must not 

cease to aspire, in spite of [the] wild talk, to befriend all Muslims and 
hold them fast as prisoners of our love.” 

Extracts from writings and words of 

Mahatma Gandhi as compiled in The Essential 

Gandhi: An Anthology, edited by Louis Fischer, 1962. 

Reprinted by permission of the Navajivan Trust. 


2. “I know there are people who do not quite agree with the division 

of India and the partition of the Punjab and Bengal. Much has been 

said against it, but now that it has been accepted, it is the duty of every 

one of us to loyally abide by it and [honorably] act according to the 
agreement.” 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s first presidential address to 

the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan, August 11, 1947 


3. “Jinnah felt eclipsed by the rise of Gandhi and Nehru, after the 
First World War. In December, 1920, he was booed off a Congress 
Party stage when he insisted on calling his rival “Mr. Gandhi” 
rather than referring to him by his spiritual title, Mahatma—Great 
Soul. Throughout the nincteen-twenties and thirties, the mutual 
dislike grew, and by 1940 Jinnah had steered the Muslim League 


ee a _ toward demanding a separate homeland for the Muslim minority of 
(C) Identify ONE example of a religion- or culture-based conflict in a South Asia. This was a position that he had previously opposed. . . . 
former colony outside of the Middle East during the 20th century. Even after his demands for the creation of Pakistan were met, he 
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insisted that his new country would guarantee freedom of religious 

expression. In August, 1947, in his first address to the Constituent 

Assembly of Pakistan, he said, “You may belong to any religion, or 

caste, or creed—that has nothing to do with the business of the State.” 

But it was too late: by the time the speech was delivered, violence 

between Hindus and Muslims had spiralled beyond anyone's ability 
to control it.” 

William Dalrymple, “The Great Divide: 

The Violent Legacy of Indian Partition,” 

The New Yorker, June 22, 2015 


REFLECT ON THE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTION 


1. In one to three paragraphs, explain the political changes that led 
to territorial, demographic, and nationalist developments and the 
economic shifts that resulted. 
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8.7 


Global Resistance to Established 
Power Structures 


What difference does it make to the dead, the orphans, and the homeless, 
whether the mad destruction is wrought under the name of totalitarianism 
or the holy name of liberty and democracy? 

—Mohandas Gandhi (1869-1948) 


Essential Question: VVhat were differing reactions to existing power 
structures after 1900? 


The conflicts of the 20th century affected newly independent states and long- 
established ones. Some of the most successful challenges to existing order, 
such as the one led by Mohandas Gandhi, used nonviolence. Other movements, 
such as Shining Path in Peru, used violence against civilians to achieve political 
results. Some leaders, such as Francisco Franco in Spain, used the military to 
crush resistance. The military-industrial complex that President Eisenhower 
warned about took hold in other countries, as governments increased arms 
supplies and traded weapons with one another. 


Nonviolent Resistance as a Path to Change 


Despite the frequent wars and violent protests of the 20th century, movements 
around the world also used nonviolence to bring about political change. Three 
of these movements were particularly large and effective, in part because of 
their visionary leaders. 

Mohandas Gandhi Topic 7.5 described how Mohandas Gandhi led 
nonviolent marches, boycotts, and fasts to oppose British colonial rule in 
India. In 1947, India became independent. 


Martin Luther King Jr. The most prominent of African American 
civil rights leaders in the United States in the 1950s and 1960s was a Baptist 
minister, the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. The civil rights movement 
used various tactics to achieve its goals: 


* Court decisions, such as Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, 
Kansas, that banned forced racial segregation of schools in the 
United States 
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* A year-long boycott of public buses in Montgomery, Alabama 
(1955-1956), which ended segregation in public transit 

* Massive marches, such as the 250,000-person March on Washington 
for Jobs and Freedom in 1964 


These efforts provided the foundation for the movement's biggest 
successes, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1965, which is covered in Topic 9.5. 


Nelson Mandela In South Africa, the white-minority government codified 
a system of racial segregation, called apartheid, into law in the 20th century. 
Leading the black resistance to apartheid was a socialist lawyer, Nelson 
Mandela (1918-2013). Though early in his life he sometimes supported 
sabotage and other forms of violence, he was known for leading nonviolent 
protests. The victory over apartheid is described in Topic 9.5. 


Challenges to Soviet Power in Eastern Europe 


In the 1950s and 1960s, reformers in Eastern European satellites of the Soviet 
Union sought to become less dominated by the Sovicts. In most cases, the 
Sovicts clamped down hard against dissent. 

Poland In 1956, Polish workers demonstrated against Soviet domination 
and demanded better living conditions. As a result, a new secretary of the 
Polish Communist Party, Wladyslaw Gomulka, came to power. He decided to 
pursue an independent domestic policy in Poland but continued to be loyal to 
the Soviet Union, allowing the continued presence of Sovict troops in Poland. 
The Sovict-established forced collectivization of farms ended at this time. 

Hungary In that same year, Hungarian protesters convinced the 
country’s political leader Imre Nagy to declare Hungary’s freedom from 
Soviet control and demand the withdrawal of Soviet troops from the country. 
Nagy vowed to support free elections in which non-Communist parties 
would participate. He announced Hungary's neutrality in the Cold War and 
the withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact. Soviet leaders responded by invading 
Hungary, gaining control of Budapest in 1956. The Soviets captured Nagy 
and executed him. Many Hungarians fled to the West as refugees. 


Czechoslovakia The reform movement in Czechoslovakia reached a 
peak in the Prague Spring of 1968. Alexander Dubcek, first secretary of the 
Communist Party, acceded to the demands of the Czech people by increasing 
freedom of speech and the press and allowing greater freedom to travel. He 
also agreed to make the political system more democratic. 

As with Hungary, Soviet leaders feared the Prague Spring’s independence. 
Soon the armies of four Warsaw Pact nations crushed it. In 1968, the Soviet 
Union used the Brezhnev Doctrine, named for then-Sovict leader Leonid 
Brezhnev, to justify its actions. This doctrine stated that the Soviet Union and 
its allies would intervene if an action by one member threatened other socialist 
countries. (Connect: Explain the continuity or change between the Eastern 
European resistance movements in the 19th and 20th centuries. See Topic 6.3.) 
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1968: The Year of Revolt 


Events in Czechoslovakia were just one of many upheavals in 1968: 
¢ In Yugoslavia. students marched against authoritarian government. 
* In Poland and Northern Ireland, people protested over religious issues. 


¢ In Brazil, marchers demanded improvements in public education and 
fairer treatment of workers. 


* In Japan, students protested both university financial policies and 
government support for the United States in the war in Vietnam. 


In many countries, protests took place on university campuses. Tensions 
started building up after World War II, when higher education had opened up 
for more people in Western society and facilities were crowded. As a result, 
discontent was high among the student population by the 1960s, resulting 
in a call for university reforms. Student grievances mounted as civil rights, 
women’s rights, workers’ nghts, and the war in Vietnam commanded attention. 
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The student movement in Mexico was met by military resistance. Two months before the 
1968 Olympics began in Mexico City, armored vehicles entered the city to suppress the social 
movement 


France In 1968, the student movement reached epic proportions in Paris, 
France. Hundreds of thousands of students took to the streets, resulting in 
violence when police forces moved in. In sympathy, some 10 million French 
workers went on strike. It was the largest general strike in French history. 
President Charles de Gaulle called new elections in France and was able to 
remain in office when his party won. 
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The United States In the United States, students and others demonstrated 
for rights for women and African Americans. However, the largest and most 
heated protests were against the country’s involvement in the war in Vietnam. 
After members of the Ohio National Guard killed four unarmed students during 
an antiwar demonstration at Kent State University on May 4, 1970, students 
and faculty at hundreds of U.S. colleges and universities went on strike. 


An Age of Terrorism 


In the post-Cold War period, large-scale open conflict between sovereign states 
was rare. Instead, individuals unaffiliated with any government committed 
terrorist acts in Western Europe, South America, the Islamic world, and the 
United States that intimidated and murdered civilians. 


Conflict in Northern Lreland Most of Ireland, the portion dominated by 
Roman Catholics, gained independence from the United Kingdom in 1922. 
However, Northern Ireland, which was dominated by Protestants, remained part 
of the United Kingdom. Northern Ireland Catholics suffered discrimination, 
and many wanted their region to join the rest of the Irish Republic. Northern 
Ireland Protestants fiercely refused. 

The Catholic-Protestant conflict in Northern Ireland became more violent 
in the 1960s, with Catholics fighting as part of the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) and Protestants with the Ulster Defence Association. Between 1969 
and 1994, some 3,500 people died in the conflict. Some members of the IRA 
took their independence campaign to England by engaging in acts of terrorism, 
the use of violence to achieve political ends. These acts included setting off 
bombs in London and other cities. In 1994, the two sides reached a cease-fire. 
Later the IRA renounced violence and turned to politics to achieve its goals. 


Separatists in Spain Another group that used terrorist tactics to 
advance a political agenda was the Basque Homeland and Freedom (ETA) 
organization, founded in 1959, which wanted independence for the Basque 
region in northern Spain. ETA actions killed more than 800 people and injured 
many others. In 1973, members of ETA killed the hand-picked successor to 
longtime dictator Francisco Franco. (See Topic 7.4.) Over the years, ETA 
announced several cease-fires. In 2011 it declared an end to violent actions and 
promised to work within the political system to achieve Basque independence. 


Peru’s Shining Path During the 1970s, former philosophy professor 
Abimael Guzman built a revolutionary organization called Shining Path 
based on the ideas of Mao Zedong and Cambodia's Khmer Rouge. In 1980, 
the Shining Path began decades of bombings and assassinations in Peru in 
order to overthrow the existing government and replace it with a communist 
one. Shining Path’s 20 years of terrorism caused an estimated 37,000 deaths. 
Guzman was arrested and sentenced to life in prison in 1992, though the 
Shining Path continued its attacks through the late 1990s. In 2011 one of the 
group’s top leaders admitted defeat and began negotiations with the Peruvian 
government. 
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Islamic Terrorism Several small groups used a_ fundamentalist 
interpretation of Islam, one widely condemned by mainstream Muslims, to 
justify terrorism. Among these groups were the Boko Haram in West Africa, 
al-Shabaab in East Africa, the Islamic State of Iraq, the Levant (ISIL) in the 
Middle East, and the Taliban in Afghanistan. Most victims were Muslims. 
Some high-profile attacks occurred in European cities such as Madrid, London, 
and Paris. 

One of the deadliest groups was al-Qaeda. Financed by Saudi billionaire 
Osama bin Laden, al-Qaeda carried out attacks in many countries, including 
one in the United States on September 11, 2001. In this attack, terrorists killed 
themselves and more than 3,000 people when they hijacked and crashed planes 
in New York City, near Washington, D.C., and in rural Pennsylvania. Most of 
the world, even bitter foes of the United States such as [ran, rallied to support 
the United States. Focused efforts by the United States and its allies severely 
weakened al-Qaeda. Bin Laden was killed in a raid on his home in 2011. 


Terrorism in the United States While the September || attack was the 
deadliest act of terrorism in the United States, it was not the only one. Acts 
of terrorism in the United States come from different sources and groups, 
including domestic groups, some of which are associated with white-nationalist 
or extreme right-wing views. One of the largest of these occurred when two 
anti-government extremists bombed a federal building in Oklahoma City in 
1995, killing 168 people. Other attacks targeted Muslims, Jews, and blacks. 


Response of Militarized States 


States in which military dictators ran the government tended to respond to 
internal conflicts in ways that made the conflicts even worse. Spain under 
Franco and Uganda under Idi Amin are two prominent examples. 


The Franco Dictatorship in Spain The dictator Francisco Franco 
ruled Spain from 1939 to 1975. (See Topic 7.4.) He had come to power by 
overthrowing a popularly elected government that included many leftists. 
Franco’s fervent anti-communism made him an ally of the United States. It also 
led his government to execute, imprison, or send to labor camps hundreds of 
thousands of political dissenters. However, opposition to his authoritarianism 
remained. When Franco died, Spain took the opportunity to move toward 
democracy. 


Intensified Conflict in Uganda under Idi Amin Few countries in the 
1970s suffered as much as Uganda, a small country in eastern Africa ruled 
from 1971 to 1979 by Idi Amin, a military dictator so brutal he was known as 
the “Butcher of Uganda.” Although he was aligned with Western democracies 
early on, he was later backed by the Soviet Union and East Germany. He 
declared himself president for life and set policies that worsened cthnic 
tensions, denied people basic human nights, and undermined economic 
stability. Amin was unpredictable. He was for a time the chairman of the 
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Organization of African Unity and even a member of the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights. But in 1972 he forcefully expelled 60,000 
Asians from Uganda, most of whom were of Indian descent, and turned 
over their businesses to his supporters. He is believed to be responsible for 
up to $00,000 deaths among targeted ethnic groups during his reign. When 
he threatened neighboring Tanzania with attack, Ugandan nationalists joined 
forces with Tanzanian troops and forced Amin into exile. 


The Military-Industrial Complex 


Conflicts around the world intensified because of fear and economic pressure. 
Countries that felt threatened, including the United States and the Soviet Union, 
built strong militaries to defend themselves. These military forces required 
large factories to build planes, tanks, and other goods. Since many countries 
lacked facilities to make their own weapons, the international weapons trade 
expanded greatly. 

As the defense industries expanded, so did the number of people who 
relied on them for jobs. Cutting back on defense spending, then, became very 
difficult. In 1961, U.S. President Dwight Eisenhower, a highly decorated 
general in World War II, called this combination of government defense 
departments and private businesses supplying their demands the military- 
industrial complex. He warned that it could grow powerful enough to threaten 
the country’s democracy. 


KEY TERMS BY THEME 


Ulster Defence Association | SOCIETY: Protests 
Basque Homeland and Martin Luther King Jr. 
Freedom (ETA) Nelson Mandela 


GOVERNMENT: South Kent State University 


America 
Abimae! Guzman 
Shining Path 
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 


Questions 1 to 3 refer to the passage below. 
“I am a political prisoner. I am a political prisoner because I am a casualty 
of a perennial war that is being fought between the oppressed Irish people 
and an alien, oppressive, unwanted regime that refuses to withdraw from our 
land. .. . | believe and stand by the God-given right of the Irish nation to 
sovereign independence, and the right of any Irishman or woman to assert 
this right in armed revolution. That is why | am incarcerated, naked and 
tortured. . . . Foremost in my tortured mind is the thought that there can never 
be peace in Ireland until the foreign, oppressive British presence is removed, 
leaving all the Irish people as a unit to control their own affairs and determine 
their own destinies as a sovereign people, free in mind and body, separate and 
distinct physically, culturally and economically.” 

Bobby Sands, who dicd in a prison hunger strike in Belfast 

in 198] 


1. How did the author of the above passage view himself? 
(A) as a terrorist 
(B) as a freedom fighter 
(C) as a victim of terrorism 
(D) as a political theorist 


2. What organization was the author most likely affiliated with? 
(A) Ulster Defence Association 
(B) Basque Homeland and Freedom (ETA) 
(C) Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
(D) Royal Irish Constabulary Special Reserve 


3. Was the conflict in Northern Ireland ever resolved? 
(A) A cease fire was reached, and the IRA renounced violence. 
(B) The British withdrew from Northern Ireland. 
(C) The violence continues but less intensely. 
(D) A wall was built between Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic. 


GLOBAL RESISTANCE TO ESTABLISHED POWER STRUCTURES 605 


SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 


1. Use the passage below to answer all parts of the question 
that follows. 


We demand the immediate evacuation of all Soviet troops, in conformity 
with the provisions of the Peace Treaty. 


We demand the clection by sccret ballot of all Party members . . . and of 
new officers for the lower, middle and upper echelons of the Hungarian 
Workers Party . . . 


A new Government must be constituted under the direction of Imre 
Nagy: all criminal leaders of the Stalin-Rakosi cra must be immediately 
dismissed. 

We demand general elections by universal, secret ballot . . . to elect a 
new National Assembly. We demand that the right of workers to strike 
be recognized. 


We demand revision and re-adjustment of Hungarian-Sovict and 
Hungarian- Yugoslav relations in the fields of politics, economics and 
cultural affairs . . . 


We demand the complete reorganization of Hungary's cconomic life 
under the direction of specialists . . . 


We demand complete revision of [industry operations] and an immediate 
and radical adjustment of salaries [including] a minimum living wage 
for workers. 

We demand that . .. agricultural products be utilized in a rational manner. 
We demand equality of treatment for individual farms. 


We demand complete recognition of freedom of opinion and of 
expression, of freedom of the press and of radio, as well as the creation 
of a daily newspaper .. . 


. We demand that the statue of Stalin, symbol of Stalinist tyranny and 


political oppression, be removed as quickly as possible and be replaced 
by a monument in memory of the martyred freedom fighters of 1848-49. 


Excerpts from The 16 Points, Hungarian Students National 
Policy Demands, October 22, 1956 


(A) Describe ONE element of the historical context in which the 


passage was written. 


(B) Explain ONE way in which the 1956 Hungarian Revolution was 


(C) Explain ONE way in which the 1956 Hungarian Revolution differed 


similar to uprisings in Czechoslovakia during the Cold War era. 


from the conflict in Northern Ireland during the Cold War era. 
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2. Answer all parts of the question that follows. 
(A) Explain ONE way in which individuals or groups intensified state 
conflicts in South America after 1900. 
(B) Explain ONE way in which militaries responded to conflicts in 
ways that further intensified conflict after 1900. 
(C) Explain ONE way in which the Brezhnev Doctrine impacted power 
structures in Eastern Europe after 1900. 


THINK AS A HISTORIAN: POINT OF VIEW AND THE LIMITS 
OF SOURCES 


The year 2018 marked the 50th anniversary of the year—1968—that 
stands out most in the decade of the 1960s. At their annual meeting that 
year, members of the American Historical Association considered what 
made that year so remarkable and how historians answer questions like 
that. Dr. Alan Shane Dillingham spoke about using first-hand primary 
sources: “I think the limitations of historical narratives dominated by 
participants tell a kind of romantic story—obstacles overcome, that 
kind of stuff, That’s important, but it can also simplify these moments 
and prevent you from seeing important connections.” 


Following are excerpts from an interview with a young guerrilla 
officer in the Peruvian terrorist group Shining Path. Explain how the 
point of view of this source could both illuminate and limit a histo- 
rian s understanding of Shining Path’s rise to power. 


* “All popular war is violent . . . We use selective annihilation of 


mayors and government officials, for example, to destroy the pres- 
ence of the state and create a vacuum. Then we fill that vacuum.” 


¢ “We are all prepared to die, and we fear nothing because the 
armed popular struggle will advance and triumph.” 

* “We are fighting against a neofeudal society where the state has 
almost no presence in many areas and the masses have long been 
exploited.” 


Chicago Tribune, July 9, 1989, “More War Will 
Bring Peuce,” Say Peru's Maoists after 15,000 Die 


REFLECT ON THE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTION 


1. In one to three paragraphs, explain the differing reactions to existing 
power structures after 1900. 
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End of the Cold War 


Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this yall! 
—Ronaid Reagan, speech in West Berlin, Germany, June 12, 1987 


Essential Question: What caused the end of the Cold War? 


Pr wer structures continued to change in the 1980s and 1990s. President 
Ronald Reagan’s appeal to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev came two 
years before the Berlin Wall fell in 1989. Two years after the fall, a coup ousted 
Gorbachev from power. The Soviet Union collapsed and the Cold War was 
over. The U.S.-Soviet Union rivalry that had dominated the world stage for 
nearly five decades ended. Governments in only a few countries, such as China, 
North Korea, Cuba, and Vietnam, still called themselves communists, Political 
alliances changed, and economic interactions among nations expanded. 


The Final Decades of the Cold War Era 


Despite the persistent mistrust between the two countries, diplomatic relations 
between the United States and the Soviet Union were maintained—albeit 
inconsistently at times—during the last decades of the conflict. Proxy wars and 
support of opposing sides in international conflicts remained standard for both 
nations. These conflicts reinforced the fundamental disagreement between the 
capitalist United States and the communist Sovict Union. Agreements between 
the superpowers to limit nuclear weapons played a key role in ending the Cold 
War. However, the path to a thaw was not always steady. (Connect: Describe 
the similarities in the competition between world powers in the Cold War and 
during the imperial era. See Topics 4.4 and 4.5.) 


Détente and a Colder War Alter resolving the crises of the 1960s, which 
included the Bay of Pigs and the Cuban Missile Crisis, the relationship between 
the superpowers improved in the following decade. This period of time was 
called détente, a relaxation of strained relations between nations. 

One symbol of détente was the visit of President Richard Nixon to the 
Soviet Union in 1972. Nixon and Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev signed the 
Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT), designed to freeze the number 
of intercontinental ballistic missiles that cach power could keep. To play one 
power against the other, Nixon also visited China that year. It was the first visit 
by an American president in the existence of communist China. 
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Détente served both the U.S. and Soviet needs at the time. The Soviet 
Union faced challenges during the late 1960s and the 1970s. 


* Economically, the USSR was in a crisis. It was no longer growing. 
Central governmental controls prevented farmers and manufacturers 
from deciding what to grow or make and what to charge for it. Foreign 
trade was extremely limited. 


* Eastern European Soviet bloc countries were bucking for reforms and 
freedom from Moscow's direct control. The Soviet military violently 
put down the Prague Spring, a liberation movement in Czechoslovakia. 


* Russia faced skirmishes with China along their shared border-a 
reflection of the troubled relationship between the two communist 
countries. 

The United States also faced difficulties. President Nixon was mired in 
the Vietnam War, a costly and unpopular conflict. The American economy 
was suffering as well. The possibility of establishing relations with China 
would, Nixon knew, open potential new markets to the United States and 
at the same time press a bit on the strained Sovict-Chinese relationship. 
Détente could help the United States maintain its containment policy and 
might ease tensions between the superpowers. 

As a result of détente, the United States started to sell excess stores of 
American grain to the Soviet Union, where drought had created a shortage. 
This benefitted American farmers, who now had access to a new, large market 
for goods, and the struggling people of the Soviet Union, However, after the 
Soviets invaded Afghanistan in 1979, U.S. President Jimmy Carter halted the 
grain shipments. This action marked the end of détente. 


Soviet-Afghan War The Sovicts invaded Afghanistan to prop up that 
country’s communist government against Muslim fighters. Estimates of 
Afghan civilian deaths vary from 562,000 to two million. Millions of Afghans 
fled to Pakistan and Iran, and many within the country became homeless. 
Ultimately, the Soviet army could not conquer the guerrilla groups in the rough 
terrain of Afghanistan. Soviet legitimacy was undermined and new forms of 
political participation in Afghanistan developed. As the Soviet Army withdrew 
in 1989, a civil war continued in Afghanistan. While the collapse of the Soviet 
Union would not occur until 12 years after the Afghan War began, the war put 
immense stress on the Soviet Union’s centralized economic system and left 
Soviet leadership vulnerable to reform. 


Reagan and Gorbachev During the presidency of Ronald Reagan 
(1981-1989), tensions between the Americans and the Soviets increased even 
further. Reagan referred to the Soviet Union as the “evil empire” and sent 
military aid, including weapons, to support the Afghans. The Soviet Union 
resented this overtly militaristic move. 

In addition, by the carly 1980s, the United States and the Sovict Union 
had more than 12,000 nuclear missiles, each one pointed at the other side. Not 
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only would the superpowers destroy each other with a nuclear exchange, but 
the rest of the world would also be destroyed—seven times over. 

In light of this growing tension, Reagan declared that the United States 
would create a missile defense program he called the Strategic Defense 
Initiative, or SDI. Dubbed “Star Wars” (after the internationally popular 
1977 film) by critics, the system would supposedly destroy any Soviet nuclear 
missiles that targeted the United States or its allies. Lacking such a system, the 
Soviets would be unable to keep U.S. missiles from hitting targets in the Soviet 
Union. The Soviets saw this move as the beginning of an arms race in space. 
While it was not an immediate threat that required a quick response, it worried 
liberal and moderate Soviets who wanted reforms. They saw it as a long-term 
economic concern and one that strengthened the hand of Soviet conservatives. 
The Soviets objected loudly to Reagan’s plan. 


The Thaw The increase in tensions during the 1980s led to other nations 
believing that they must choose sides between the superpowers. Non-aligned 
nations hoped they would not experience a nuclear holocaust that the two 
nations caused. 

In this tense atmosphere, Mikhail Gorbachev, a more progressive Communist 
than previous Soviet leaders, came to power in 1985. He favored perestroika, 
attempts to restructure the Soviet economy to allow clements of free enterprise, 
and glasnost, the policy of opening up Soviet socicty and the political process 
by granting greater freedom. Reagan and Gorbachey met three times in two 
years. The two men liked cach other and, despite tough negotiations, created a 
working relationship that ultimately delivered results. 

In 1987, the Soviet Union and the United States agreed on a new nuclear 
arms treaty. The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) restricted 
intermediate-range nuclear weapons. Around the world, people could breathe 
a cautious sigh of relief as the world’s two superpowers reduced the risk of 
nuclear war. The INF and other U.S.-Sovict agreements quicted some of the 
more bellicose Cold War supporters in both countries. With less pressure from 
Soviet conservatives, Gorbachev could more easily implement political and 
economic reforms in the Soviet Union. 


Seurce: Edmund S. Valtman / Library 

of Congress 

The man ss Mikhail Gorbachev, 
who looks on sadly at a symbol of 
the Soviet Union, the hammer and 
sickle, broken into pieces. 
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The End of the Soviet Union 


One aspect of Gorbachev's reform program was an end to economic support for 
the Soviet satellites in Eastern Europe. He also implied that the Soviet Army 
would no longer come to the rescue of communist regimes in Eastern Europe. 
In effect, economic reform in the Soviet Union provided greater freedom to 
other communist countries. Once people in these countries got a small taste of 
freedom, they wanted more. As a result, democratic reform movements swept 
through Eastern European nations in 1989. The Berlin Wall was torn down. In 
October 1990, East and West Germany reunited as one country. 


The Spread of Reforms With most of the Eastern European nations 
caught up in democratic reforms, it was not long before the Soviet Union was 
also swept into the movement. Lithuania, Georgia, and other Soviet republics 
began to overthrow their rulers and declare independence. The Warsaw Pact 
dissolved. Gorbachev's reforms ultimately led to his political downfall and 
the end of the Soviet Union in December 1991. Among the former Soviet 
republics that became independent countries, Russia emerged as the strongest. 
The Cold War had ended. 


New Challenges The decline of a superpower presented opportunities 
and several challenges. Political alliances changed, and economic interactions 
among nations expanded. With this new openness, particularly with regard 
to trade, the world became more interconnected than ever before. This 
interconnectedness produced greater wealth for some but hardships for others. 
The post-Cold War world had to grapple with new democracies, vast economic 
inequality, ethnic conflict and genocide, terrorism, environmental degradation, 
and global epidemics. 


KEY TERMS BY THEME 


GOVERNMENT: Global perestroika TECHNOLOGY: Military 
Ronald Reagan giasnost Strategic Defense Initiative 


Mikhail Gorbachev Intermediate-Range Nuclear (SD!) 
détente Forces Treaty (INF) 
Strategic Arms Limitation 

Treaty (SALT) 





END OF THE COLO WAR 611 


MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 


Questions 1 to 3 refer to the passage below. 


“Egalitarian Marxism, a more human form of communism without terror or 
Russians, continued to have broad appeal. But the [crushing of] anti-Stalinist 
uprisings of 1956 in Hungary and 1968 in Czechoslovakia left [people] feeling 
bewildered, if not betrayed. What they got was ‘vegetarian’ communism . . . 
more goods, some travel abroad, less repression, but only the most muted 
voice in politics. 

Early "70s [communist] regimes looked stable, relatively prosperous 
and likely to endure. But the command economy couldn't uphold the social 
contract: [Soviet bloc countries] borrowed heavily from the West to maintain 
an aging industrial base and a standard of living comfortable enough to 
keep populations relatively quiescent. [Foreign debt] and a cycle of falling 
productivity and growing discontent accelerated.” 

Ronald Grigor Suny, “Empire Falls: The Revolutions of 
1989," The Nation, 2009 


1. Based on the passage, it can be inferred that Suny might also support 
which of the following assertions? 
(A) Had the socialist economies performed better, communist 
governments might have stayed in power longer. 


(B) The use of terror and abuse of human rights worsened as 
communist governments faced internal challenges. 


(C) The public’s distaste for socialism doomed the communist 
governments from their beginnings. 


(D) The communist regimes were purposefully undermined by Western 
interference in their economies. 
2. Which of the following additional factors contributed most to the 
collapse of the Soviet Union? 
(A) Pro-democracy protests during the Prague Spring 
(B) Increased state spending on the arms race and proxy wars 
(C) The success of NATO-led military operations 
(D) The establishment of the Non-Aligned Movement 
3. The events described in the passage contributed most directly to which 
of the following developments in the late 20th century? 
(A) The spread of free market capitalism and economic liberalism 
(B) The expansion of social welfare states and socialist economies 
(C) A rejection of Western European culture and consumer products 
(D) Increased Cold War tensions between the U.S, and the Soviet Union 
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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 


1. Use the passage below to answer all parts of the question 
that follows. 
“Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of this city, part of 
a vast system of barriers that divides the entire continent of Europe . . . . 
Standing before the Brandenburg Gate, every man is a German, separated 
from his fellow men, Every man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a 
ROMs wre As long as this gate is closed, as long as this scar of a wall is 
permitted to stand, it is not the German question alone that remains open, but 
the question of freedom for all mankind . . . . 
General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for 
the Sovict Union and Eastern Europe, if you seck liberalization, come here 
to this gate. 
Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! 


Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” 
Ronald Reagan, address at the Brandenburg Gate, June 12, 1987 


(A) Describe President Reagan’s argument in the passage above. 
(B) Explain ONE historical situation that supports Reagan's argument. 


(C) Explain ONE way in which the resolution of Cold War tensions 
between the United States and the Sovict Union impacted other 
states. 


2. Answer all parts of the question that follows. 


(A) Explain ONE way in which U.S. military and technological 
developments contributed to the end of the Cold War. 


(B) Explain ONE way in which the Soviet Union contributed to its own 
collapse in 1991. 


(C) Explain ONE way in which the economic structures in communist 
countries led to the end of the Cold War. 
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THINK AS A HISTORIAN: FROM PERESTROIKA TO COLLAPSE 


Read the following summary of the beginnings of a process set in 
motion by the introduction of perestroika. Then, in a paragraph, 
explain how the process continued, leading to the breakup of the 
Soviet Union. 


“From modest beginnings at the Twenty-Seventh Party Congress 
in 1986, perestroika, Mikhail Gorbachev's program of economic, 
political, and social restructuring, became the unintended catalyst for 
dismantling what had taken nearly three-quarters of a century to erect: 
the Marxist-Leninist-Stalinist totalitarian state. 


The world watched in disbelief but with growing admiration as 
Sovict forces withdrew from Afghanistan, democratic governments 
overtumed Communist regimes in Eastern Europe, Germany was 
reunited, the Warsaw Pact withered away, and the Cold War came to 
an abrupt end. 

In the Sovict Union itself, however, reactions to the new policies 
were mixed. Reform policies rocked the foundation of entrenched 
traditional power bases in the party, economy, and society but did not 
replace them entirely. Newfound freedoms of assembly, speech, and 
religion, the nght to strike, and multicandidate elections undermined 
not only the Sovict Union's authoritarian structures, but also the 
familiar sense of order and predictability. Long-suppressed, bitter 
inter-ethnic, economic, and social grievances led to clashes, strikes, 
and growing crime rates. 

Gorbachev introduced policies designed to begin establishing a 
market economy by encouraging limited private ownership and 
profitability in Sovict industry and agriculture. But the Communist 
control system and over-centralization of power and privilege were 
maintained and new policies produced no economic miracles. Instead, 
lines got longer for scarce goods in the stores, civic unrest mounted, 
and bloody crackdowns claimed lives, particularly in the restive 
nationalist populations of the outlying Caucasus and Baltic states. 


. .. Boris Yeltsin, who had become Russia’s first popularly elected 
president in June 1991, . . . embarked on even more far-reaching 
reforms as the Soviet Union broke up into its constituent republics 
and formed the Commonwealth of Independent States.” 


“Perestroika,” Library of Congress Archives 


REFLECT ON THE TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTION 
1. In one to three paragraphs, explain what caused the end of the Cold War. 
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Causation in the Age of the Cold 
War and Decolonization 


Walls in the mind often stand longer than those built of concrete blocks. 
—Wily Branct, December 1991 


Essential Question: Vhy and to what extent were the effects of the Cold 
War similar in the Eastern and Western Hemispheres? 


Tas end of World War II marked the beginning of a new world order as the 
nations of Western Europe no longer dominated the world stage. The United 
States and the Soviet Union took over as the superpowers. In Western Europe, 
however, countries were free from domination by a superpower and retained 
their political independence and democratic governments. The Marshall Plan 
had helped them rebuild and achieve a level of economic prosperity that was 
unknown among the countries of Eastern Europe. 

However, during this time, Western European colonial empires began 
to crumble as anti-imperialist sentiment fueled independence movements in 
Africa and Asia. Resentment of European and American economic imperialism 
also rose in Latin American countries, leading to revolutionary movements 
that aimed to overturn the political and social status quo in these countries. The 
United States and the Sovict Union regularly supported opposing sides in these 
clashes, projecting their own differences onto regional conflicts. 

The Cold War also influenced economic, social, and cultural aspects of 
global events, providing further evidence that this conflict had far-reaching 
effects that affected the latter half of the 20th century. 


Challenges to Existing Social Orders 


The years following World War II were a time of unprecedented conflict as 
people and states challenged the established order. How they carried out their 
challenges, how the existing powers responded, and how the challenges were 
(or were not) resolved depended in part on the position of the challenging 
people or states in the geopolitical balance of power. 

Toward the end of World War HL, a serious ideological and economic 
rift emerged among the “Big Three” Allied powers—the Soviet Union, the 
United States, and Great Britain. The United States and Great Britain, along 
with France (which had recently been liberated from German occupation), 
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occupied the western half of Germany. The Soviets occupied the eastern half. 
Agreements made at Yalta and Potsdam were supposed to have settled the 
future status of Western and Eastern European countries affected by the war. 
However, after the war officially ended, it became apparent that the Soviet 
Union was not going to relinquish control over the Eastern European territories 
it occupied during the war. The Soviets viewed these states as a buffer against 
future aggression from the West. Even though the countries of Eastern Europe 
were officially independent, the Sovict Union had immense influence over 
their governments and intemal affairs. The so-called Sovict bloc was made up 
of East Germany and these satellite nations of the USSR. The United States 
distrusted the motives of the Soviet Union and believed the Soviets were intent 
on bringing about a global communist revolution. 

After China became a communist state in 1949 and the United States 
recognized it could not free Eastern Europe from Soviet influence, the United 
States established a policy of containment. The policy used military, economic, 
and political means to stop the spread of communism outside of the areas 
where it was currently practiced. Containment drove the direction of U.S. 
foreign policy throughout the Cold War. 


Three Alignments The Cold War thus caused a division of the world into 
three alignments. The “First World” was the United States and its allies. The 
“Second World” was the Soviet Union, the Soviet bloc countries of Eastern 
Europe, and other communist nations around the world. The third alignment 
was often called the “Third World” but was more accurately described as the 
non-aligned countries that did not have close military or ideological ties with 
any of the First or Second World countries. 


Cold War Blocs and Hotspots 
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As the map on the previous page shows, the United States was the 
First World superpower situated in the Western Hemisphere. The dominant 
superpower in the Second World, the Soviet Union, was in the Eastern 
Hemisphere. These superpowers represented a geopolitical balance of power. 
Third World countries were mainly those with colonial pasts; they were in 
Asia, Africa, and Oceania in the Eastern Hemisphere and Latin America in the 
Western Hemisphere. 


Superpower Rivalries 


One result of the superpower rivalry was the division of Europe. The western 
portion had, for the most part, democratic and free-market societies, while 
the eastern portion was autocratic and communist. The dividing line ran 
through Germany, which was divided into the two independent countries of 
West and East Germany. The capital city of Berlin was similarly divided. The 
Iron Curtain, as it was termed, reflected the Western democratic view that 
the Soviet-bloc countries were a threat to the individual freedoms and liberty 
of the people living on both sides of the border. The Soviets believed, based 
on their historical perspective, that the Westem democracies were intent on 
invading the Soviet Union. Mistrust on both sides led to a nuclear arms race 
that was an existential threat to Europe and the world. 


The Arms Race The United States developed an atomic bomb at the end 
of World War II. It used the bomb to end the conflict with Japan by dropping 
two of them—one on the city of Hiroshima and the other on Nagasaki. The 
devastation to the two cities shocked the world, The Soviet Union soon 
developed its own nuclear weapon, and the nuclear arms race was on. The 
number of nuclear weapons and the means to use them increased for both states, 
Relations between the superpowers grew tense, and the fear in Europe, and 
elsewhere, was that any provocation could lead to nuclear annihilation. Both 
the United States and the Soviet Union took defensive actions that resulted in 
Europe becoming what was effectively an armed camp with millions of troops 
and weapons, both conventional and nuclear, facing off against each other. 

During this time, two international military alliances formed. The United 
States and its allies formed the North Adantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
The Soviet Union and its allies created the Warsaw Pact. Both groups sought 
to ensure collective security through military cooperation. Part of the “cold” 
factor in the Cold War is that there never was direct, “hot” military conflict 
between the two superpowers. But the brinkmanship and proxy battles that 
characterized this war put most people on Earth on edge whenever the United 
States and the Soviets appeared poised to launch a nuclear attack. 


Hopes for Greater Self-Government 


The high point of empires and colonization was World War I. The British, 
the French, and other Europeans had colonized almost all of Africa, India, 
and Southeast Asia, and they dominated China. The Turkish Ottoman Empire 
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controlled the Middle East. But the desire for self-government that had fueled 
colonial rebellions throughout the Americas in the 18th and 19th centuries as 
well as national independence movements in Europe in the 19th century spread 
throughout the world in the 20th century. The two world wars crystallized the 
opposition to the empires. Although most hopes for independence remained 
unfulfilled after World War 1, the war did result in the breakup of two large 
multiethnic empires, Austria-Hungary and Ottoman Turkcy. 

World War II, however, accelerated the dismantling of global colonial 
empires. Between the end of World War LI in 1945 and the year 2000, the 
number of independent states more than doubled, going from around 75 to 
around 190, 

As the Cold War established new alignments among both newer and 
established states, it extended far beyond its ideological roots and exerted 
political, economic, social, and cultural influence on nearly all parts of the 
globe. 


Comparing Political Effects of the Cold War 


The Cold War alfected the Eastern and Western Hemispheres in similar ways, 
since cach was dominated by a superpower and also had former colonies and 
emerging new nations. However, most countries in the Western Hemisphere 
had become independent long before the Cold War. The Eastern Hemisphere 
paid an especially heavy price as a result of the Cold War, since several key 
proxy conflicts were located in Asia and Africa. Nonetheless, rivalries between 
the superpowers played out in both hemispheres. 

Many transitions to independence were largely peaceful and nonviolent; 
others involved open armed rebellions. In some cases, these insurgent 
movements were led by communist groups and supported by the Sovict Union, 
such as in Vietnam and Angola. As a result, the United States would either 
support the colonial power against the communist insurgency or would support 
opposition groups that would establish a non-communist government. Often 
these Western-backed governments proved to be unpopular with the majority 
of the people, which only heightened anti-imperialist feelings. 

Political Effects in Asia The Cold War brought armed conflict and played 
a part in internal revolts and crises in some countries of Asia. The U.S. policy 
of containment led to wars in Korea and Vietnam. Communist revolutions 
overtook Cambodia and Laos. The Soviets invaded Afghanistan to prop up the 
communist government in that country. Anti-communist crackdowns occurred 
in Indonesia and the Philippines. Communist China had a falling-out with the 
Soviet Union and began to seek better relations with the United States. 

Political Effects in Africa As with Asia, the Cold War brought conflict 
and turmoil to Africa. Communist insurrections supported by the Soviet Union 
were often met by government resistance supported with arms supplied by 
the United States. Communist governments came to power in Ethiopia and 
Angola. In the case of Angola’s war for independence from Portugal, the Soviet 
Union and the United States fought a proxy war. The Soviets supported the use 
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of Cuban soldiers and provided arms and military training to help establish a 
communist-style government in the country. The United States provided arms 
and supported anti-communist groups. 

Political Effects in the Western Hemisphere Latin America also 
experienced the results of the Cold War conflict between the superpowers. 
Communist revolutions were successful in Cuba and Nicaragua. Communist 
insurrections, sometimes backed by the Sovict Union or Cuba, occurred in El 
Salvador, Columbia, Peru, and Guatemala. The United States would support 
the government in power—often a dictatorship made up of military officers or 
right-wing politicians—to try to stop the spread of communism. 


Comparing Economic Effects of the Cold War 


The Cold War divided Europe in economics as well as politics. The Western 
countries, aided by the United States’ Marshall Plan, rebuilt their economies 
after the destruction of World War II with a mixture of free-market principles 
and state-sponsored economic development. The Eastern bloc nations struggled 
in a transition away from communism to free-market economies. Developing 
countries—those in the “Third World”—faced unique challenges. 

State Response to Economic Challenges in the West To promote 
economic security, many Western European governments created public 
health systems, built public housing, provided unemployment insurance, and 
developed state-backed pension plans. The creation of the welfare state, as it 
became known, was to counteract the attraction of the communist system that 
promised to provide many of these benefits. As a result, the Western European 
nations’ economies boomed while the Eastern European economies, under a 
communist system, struggled to recover from the costs and effects of the war. 


Health Care Insurance Coverage by Country 





Seurce: Organization for Loancesxe Cooperation and Development. Data for 1016 
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State Response to Economic Challenges in the Eastern Bloc The 
Soviet government quickly transitioned its economy after the war to peacetime 
endeavors. Yet the military-industrial complex was so large in the Soviet Union 
that it employed about 20 percent of the workers, many of whom became 
unemployed during the transition. The Soviet-bloc countries faced a serious 
economic crisis as the government instituted economic reforms to encourage 
free-market practices and move away from a state-controlled economy. 

However, moving from a state-controlled to a free-market economy proved 
to be an extremely complex endeavor. Debates swirled about whether to 
institute reforms gradually or all at once, and party officials resisted the loss 
of their control over the economy. In the end, reformers have succeeded in 
removing state controls over prices, and formerly state-owned businesses have 
been privatized. After a period of decline, the Russian economy is improving. 

China made a more gradual transition to a free-market economy and has 
become a global economic powerhouse. 


State Response to Economic Challenges in Developing Countries Many 
former colonies still had close economic ties to the countries that had colonized 
them and remained dependent on the extraction and exporting of natural 
resources. The perspective of many people in the former colonies was that the 
industrial countries were using this relationship to exploit and undermine the 
economies of these developing countries. Getting control of their resources 
was a top prionty of developing nations. Oil-rich Angola, for example, left in 
disarray after years of civil war, has a government-controlled oil conglomerate 
that accounts for about 70 percent of govemmment revenue and has helped the 
nation rebuild and update infrastructure. 


Comparing Social and Cultural Effects 


The tension and turmoil of the Cold War era created social effects for all sides 
involved. For example, the proxy wars cost millions of people their lives, 
especially in Southeast Asia. In the Vietnam war alone, two million soldiers 
and two million civilians died over 20 years of conflict. Bombs destroyed 
villages, and chemical defoliants killed anything growing on farmlands. 
Families were separated and displaced. Many rural villagers left for the city, 
where they thought they could find safety. Saigon, the capital city, tripled in 
size as refugees from the countryside flooded in. Most of the fighting took 
place in South Vietnam, so it sustained the most damage, but North Vietnam 
was also bombed—especially such infrastructure as railroads and highways. 


Social Tensions The Cold War created suspicions as well. Americans 
were afraid of communist infiltration, and some people’s carcers were ruined 
when they were unjustly accused of being communists. In the Soviet Union, 
people were afraid to express their beliefs openly if they disagreed with the 
government. They knew they could be sent away to a political prison camp. 
People everywhere lived under the threat of a nuclear attack. Some people built 
bomb shelters where they hoped they could safely weather an atomic attack. 
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Cultural Effects With greater personal freedom, and with help from the 
United States, Western Europeans experienced a cultural rebirth after World 
War II. Scientific research, music, art, and architecture flourished. Easter 
Europe, in contrast, lacked freedom of expression. Because of the Cold War, 
governments actively blocked the spread of Western culture. The people of 
Eastern Europe did not see much in the way of cultural achievements beyond 
those that were government-sponsored or approved. 

During the Cold War, many people from former colonies moved to the 
metropole (see Topic 8.6), furthering the blending of cultures. At the same 
time, the imperial powers left a legacy of culture in their former colonies, 
including the languages spoken, as the chart below shows. 


European-Based Languages Spoken Widely in Sub-Saharan Africa 


Number of Native Countries Where the Language is 
Speakers Common 
* Senegal 
* Democratic Republic of the Congo 


eo ee 
* Mozambique 

‘Dutch (arkaans) | Tmilion | -SouhAWics 
renatish | —7rmillon ‘| -SouhAWios 
Ce 





In places where a Cold War superpower had maintained order, such as 
Afghanistan and Yugoslavia, violent culture clashes occurred when the 
superpower retreated. In Yugoslavia, for example, which had been stitched 
together and annexed to Serbia after World War I, ethnic tensions flared as 
Serbia’s ultra-nationalist president, Slobodan Milosevic, pitted one group 
against another to strengthen his own position after the fall of the Soviet Union 
left a power vacuum. Wars in the region took tens of thousands of lives and 
created hundreds of thousands of refugees.(Connect: Analyze the changing 
goals for both superpowers during the Cold War. See Topics 8.1, 8.3, and 8.8.) 


Development of Global Institutions 


The end of the Cold War and the growth of globalization has reset the 
geopolitical framework. The idea of a balance of power has yielded to a more 
cooperative approach as countries recognize global interdependence. To further 
cooperation, global organizations such as the United Nations and the World 
Trade Association have been established. Others address such transnational 
issues as environmental degradation and global warming, human nghts, and 
epidemic diseases. 
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REFLECT ON THE ESSENTIAL QUESTION UNIT 8 REVIEW 


1. Causation and Comparison: Varying Effects of the Cold War On 
separate paper, make a chart like the one below to compare the effects HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES: WHY ARE SOME COUNTRIES WEALTHY? 
of the Cold War on the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. 


In 1776, Adam Smith published the first modern, in-depth look at why 
Effects of the Cold War some countries are wealthier than others, The Wealth of Nations. Smith 


| =i Wg stern Hemisphere | Eastern Hemisphere recognized a need for government, but emphasized the benefits of trade. 
a ‘Modernization After World War II, Wester Europe and the 
United States grew wealthier rapidly. Scholars in these regions, such 

as American political scientist David Apter, developed modernization 
|SocilEfiects | TCS theory. The problems of poor, newly emerging countries were seen as 
lCulturalEffects =| | | the natural by-products of the transition from a traditional, agrarian 


society to a modern, developed society. Developed countries could 
provide economic and technological assistance to help in this transition. 





2. In one to three paragraphs, explain why and to what extent the effects of 
the Cold War were similar in the Eastern and Western Hemispheres. Self-Reliance In the 1970s, a new generation of scholars saw 
developed countries as the problem, not the solution. They rejected 
modernization theory, arguing that it placed the blame for poverty 
on poor countries, not on the former colonial powers. According to 
(' dependency theory, former colonies were victims of the international 

marketplace. In this theory, the way out of poverty was self-reliance. 


Globalization Recent writers, such as journalist Thomas 
Friedman, focused not on self-reliance but on globalization. Friedman 
saw the increasing interconnectedness of economies around the world 
as an opportunity for countries to prosper. His “flat world” referred to 
relatively inexpensive technologies that allowed developing nations to 
compete with developed ones for jobs and the creation of innovative 
products. In response, Canadian journalist Linda McQuaig attacked 
Friedman as an “apologist of globalization.” Friedman’s critics charged 
that he looked at the benefits of increased trade and investments without 
seeing the costs incurred in poor countries through these actions. 


Trade Ha-Joon Chang, a British economist who was born and raised 
in South Korea, took a historical view. In Kicking Away the Ladder: 
Development Strategies in Historical Perspective (2002), he evaluated 
the path to prosperity for today’s wealthy countries in Westem Europe 
and the United States. All once had high tariffs and other trade barriers 
to protect their growing industries from foreign competition. Only after 
they became wealthy did they advocate for free trade. However, today 
wealthy countries press poor ones to open their borders economically. 
The lesson of history, he argued, was to let poor countries use the same 
Searcve: Deutsch: Fotctbek protectionist methods that led to prosperity for other countries. 


Playgrounds around the world provided space-themed play : : ‘ ‘ 
equiemant daring the Cold War and the apace race: This socket Develop an Argument: Evaluate the extent to which historical 


slide was in Bast Germany evidence supports one of the perspectives on nations’ wealth after 1900. 
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WRITE AS A HISTORIAN: WRITE THE CONCLUSION 


A strong conclusion helps create unity by circling back to the ideas in 
your introduction and thesis statement. The conclusion is also a good 
opportunity to extend and refine the complex understanding you have 
developed and woven throughout your essay. 


Providing Unity While wrapping up your essay with a return to the 
ideas in your introduction helps provide unity, simply restating your thesis 
is not a strong way to end the essay. Suppose your thesis is that the main 
causes of the end of the Cold War were the decline in communist ideology 
and the weakness of the Soviet economy. Avoid simply restating it (“Thus 
we can see that the decline of communist ideology and the weakness of 
the Soviet economy were the main causes of the end of the Cold War”). 
Instead, you might say, “Although many factors led to the end of the Cold 
War, including Gorbachev's efforts at reform and the development of 
communication technologies that allowed for the rapid spread of liberal 
ideas, most served to feed the two main causes—declining support for 
communism and a faltering Sovict economy.” This change extends the 
thesis statement rather than simply repeating it. 


Demonstrating Complexity An extension of your thesis statement 
such as the one above also helps demonstrate a complex understanding of 
the topic by referring to multiple causes. The College Board identifies the 
following ways to demonstrate a complex understanding: “Corroborate, 
qualify, or modify an argument using diverse and alternative evidence 
in order to develop a complex argument.” You might, for example, 
analyze multiple variables to arrive at a nuanced conclusion: “Economic, 
ideological, political, social, and religious factors all played a role in the 
fall of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War.” You might make 
a connection within or across regions: “A democracy movement was 
building in China as well, but China used military force to put it down, 
while Gorbachev decided not to use military force.” 

Other ways you can demonstrate a complex understanding are to 
consider the significance of a source’s credibility and limitations and 
explain why a historical argument is or is not effective. Most of the 
development of your complex understanding must be done within the 
body of your essay for you to earn the point for complexity, but you can 
use the conclusion to summarize or extend that understanding. 


Application: Review the sample scored essays on the College 
Board website. Evaluate the conclusion of cach sample. For any that 
lack a conclusion, draft one that would provide unity to the essay and 
summarize a complex understanding of the historical development that 
is the focus of the prompt. 


For current free response question samples, visit https://apcentral. 
collegeboard.org/courses/ap-world-historv/exam 
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LONG ESSAY QUESTIONS 


Directions: Write essay responses to 1, 2, and EITHER 3 or 4. The suggested 
writing time for each essay is 40 minutes. 


1. After World War II, Europe weakened and the Soviet Union and the 
United States emerged as superpowers, creating policies that affected 
postcolonial states. 

Develop an argument evaluating the extent to which the effects of 
the Cold War were similar or different in the Eastern and Western 
Hemispheres. 


2. During the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union used 
technology, military might, and economic power to promote their 
competing ideologies. 

Develop an argument that evaluates the extent to which the ways the 
United States and the Soviet Union sought to maintain influence over 
the course of the Cold War were similar or different. 


3. After 1900, countries in Eurasia, Africa, and Latin America 
experienced communist revolutions or insurrections, many of which 
involved land reform. 

Develop an argument that evaluates the extent to which various causes 
and effects of movements to redistribute economic resources were 
significant. 


4. From 1900 to the present, colonies in Africa, Latin America, and Asia 
developed nationalist movements and became independent states. 
Develop an argument evaluating the extent to which the process of 
decolonization resulted in economic change or continuity over time. 


In each response you should do the following: 


* Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that 
establishes a line of reasoning. 


* Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 


Support an argument in response to the prompt using specific and 
relevant examples of evidence. 


Use historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, causation, continuity or 
change) to frame or structure an argument that addresses the prompt. 


Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that 
addresses the prompt. 


Source: AP® World History Course and Exam Description. Effective Fall 2019. 
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DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION 
Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The 
documents have been edited for the purpose of this exercise. You are advised 
to spend 15 minutes planning and 45 minutes writing your answer. 


1. Develop an argument that evaluates the extent to which decolonization 
had an impact on the political actions of former colonial powers and 
newly independent nations during the Cold War. 
In your response you should do the following: 

* Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that 
establishes a line of reasoning. 
Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt. 


* Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least six 
documents. 


Use at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence (beyond 
that found in the documents) relevant to an argument about the prompt. 


For at least three documents, explain how or why the document's point 
of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or audience is relevant to an 
argument. 

Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that 
addresses the prompt. 


Document I 


Source: President of Indonesia, Sukarno, in a Speech at the Opening of the 
Bandung Conference, April 18, 1955. 


Perhaps now more than at any other moment in the history of the world, 
society, government, and statesmanship need to be based upon the highest 
code of morality and cthics. And in political terms, what is the highest code 
of morality? It is the subordination [placing in a lower rank] of everything 
to the well-being of mankind. But today we are faced with a situation 
where the well-being of mankind is not always the primary consideration. 
Many who are in places of high power think, rather, of controlling the 


world. Yes, we are living in a world of fear. The life of man today is 
corroded [destroyed or weakened gradually] and made bitter by fear. Fear 
of the future, fear of the hydrogen bomb, fear of idcologies. Perhaps this 
fear is a greater danger than the danger itself, because it is fear which 
drives men to act foolishly, to act thoughtlessly, to act dangerously . . . 


All of us, I am certain, are united by more important things than those 
which superficially divide us. We are united, for instance, by a common 
detestation of colonialism in whatever form it appears. We are united 
by a common detestation of racialism. And we are united by a common 
determination to preserve and stabilize peace in the world, 
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Document 2 


Source: Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru, in a Speech to the 
Bandung Conference Political Committee, 1955. 


My country has made mistakes. Every country makes mistakes. I have 
no doubt we will make mistakes; we will stumble and fall and get up. 
The mistakes of my country and perhaps the mistakes of other countrics 
here do not make a difference; but the mistakes the Great Powers make 
do make a difference to the world and may well bring about a terrible 
catastrophe. | speak with the greatest respect of these Great Powers 


because they are not only great in military might but in development, in 
culture, in civilization, But | do submit that greatness sometimes brings 
quite false values, false standards. When they begin to think in terms of 
military strength—whether it be the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union or 
the U.S.A.-—-then they are going away from the right track and the result 
of that will be that the overwhelming might of one country will conquer 
the world . . . If | join any of these big groups | lose my identity . . . If all 
the world were to be divided up between these two big blocs what would 
be the result? The inevitable result would be war. 





Document 3 


Source: The Eisenhower Doctrine on the Middle East, presented by 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower of the United States, before a joint 
session of Congress on January 5, 1957. 


The Middle East has abruptly reached a new and critical stage in its long 
and important history. In past decades, many of the countries in that 
area were not fully self-governing. Other nations exercised considerable 
authority in the area and the security of the region was largely built 
around their power. But since the First World War there has becn a steady 
evolution toward self-government and independence. This development 
the United States has welcomed and has encouraged. Our country supports 
without reservation the full sovereignty [supreme power or authority] and 
independence of each and every nation of the Middle East. The evolution 
to independence has in the main been a peaceful process. But the area 
has been often troubled . . . All this instability has been heightened and, 
at times, manipulated by International Communism. Russia’s rulers have 
long sought to dominate the Middle East . .. The Soviet Union has nothing 
whatsoever to fear from the United States in the Middle East, or anywhere 
else in the world, so long as its rulers do not themselves first resort to 
aggression. That statement | make solemnly and emphatically. 
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Document 4 Document 6 





Source: Meeting of Leaders of the Five Key Neutralist (non-aligned) Source: A Sovict cartoon from 1953 shows John Bull (a cartoon 

Nations at the Headquarters of the Yugoslav Delegation to the United personification of England) helping himself to Arab oil on behalf of the 
Nations. From left to nght: Indian Prime Minister Nehru, President British Empire's new master, Uncle Sam (a cartoon personification of the 
Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, President Nasser of the United Arab Republic United States). 


(Egypt), President Sukarno of Indonesia, and President Tito of Yugoslavia. 
_ Associated Press, September 30, 1960. 





Document § 


Source: Office of the Historian. Bureau of Public Affairs. United States 
Department of State, Decolonization of Asia and Africa, 1945-1960. 


_ As the Cold War competition with the Soviet Union came to dominate 
U.S. foreign policy concerns in the late 1940s and 1950s, the Truman 
and Eisenhower Administrations grew increasingly concerned that as 
the European powers lost their colonies or granted them independence, 
Sovict-supported communist partics might achieve power in the new 
states. This might serve to shift the international balance of power in favor 
of the Soviet Union and remove access to economic resources from U.S. 
allies. Events such as the Indonesian struggle for independence from the 
Netherlands (1945-50), the Vietnamese war against France (1945-54), 
and the nationalist and professed socialist takeovers of Egypt (1952) and 
Iran (1951) served to reinforce such fears, even if new governments did 
not directly link themselves to the Soviet Union. Thus, the United States 
used aid packages, technical assistance, and sometimes cven military 
intervention to encourage newly independent nations in the Third World to 
adopt governments that aligned with the West. The Soviet Union deployed 
similar tactics in an cffort to encourage new nations to join the communist 





the Cold War, joined in the “non-aligned movement.” 
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Document 7 


Source: Resolution on Imperialism and Colonialism created by the All- 
African People’s Conference held in Accra, Ghana, December 5-13, 1958. 


Whereas the great bulk of the African continent has been carved 
out arbitrarily to the detriment of the indigenous African peoples by 
European Impcrialists, namely: Britain, France, Belgium, Spain, Italy, 
and Portugal . . . Whereas all African peoples everywhere strongly 
deplore [express strong disapproval of] the economic exploitation 
of African peoples by imperialist countries thus reducing Africans 


to poverty in the midst of plenty . . . Whereas imperialists are now 
coordinating their activities by forming military and economic pacts such 
as NATO, European Common Market, Free Trade Area, Organization 
for European Economic Co-operation, Common Organization in Sahara 
for the purpose of strengthening their imperialist activities in Africa and 
elsewhere . . . That the political and cconomic exploitation [the action 
of using or manipulating in order to benefit from others] of Africans by 
imperialist Europeans should cease forthwith. That the use of African 
manpower in the nefarious [extremely wicked] game of power politics 
by imperialists should be a thing of the past . . . 
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